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EPTEMBER 1: PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 


LI 


SEPTEMBER 1 — THE 
CHuRCH’S Day For 

THE PROTECTION OF 
THE ENVIRONMENT 


On September 1, 1989, the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
His All Holiness, DEMETRIOS, called upon the en- 
tire Christian world to set aside a “Day of Thanksgiv- 
ing for the great gift of Creation, with petitions for its 
Protection and Salvation.” He declared September 1, 
the beginning of the Orthodox ecclesiastical year, as 
the day for this commemoration. 

Having observed “with great anxiety the merciless 
trampling down and destruction of the natural envi- 
ronment ... caused by human beings, with extremely 
dangerous consequences for the very survival of the 
natural world created by God,” the Patriarch declared 
that “the Church of Christ cannot remain unmoved.” 

“It constitutes a fundamental dogma of her faith 
that the world was created by God the Father, who is 
confessed in the Creed to be ‘maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible’ ... Man is 
the prince of creation, endowed with the privilege of 
freedom. Being partaker simultaneously of the mate- 
rial and»spiritual world, he was created in order to 
refer back creation to the Creator, in order that the 
world may be saved from decay and death. ...” 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who united in His person 
the created world with the uncreated God, ... unceas- 
ingly refers creation to the Father as an eternal eucha- 
ristic Anaphora and offering. The Church in each 
Divine Liturgy continues this reference and offering 
of creation to God [declaring] that Man is destined not 
to exercise power over creation, as if he were the 
owner of it, but to act as its steward, cultivating it in 
love and referring it in thankfulness, with respect and 
reverence to its Creator.” % 
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NEw APPOINTMENTS IN 
THE EPISCOPATE 


His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, has made the 
following appointments: 

Rey. Fr. Leonte Copacia is appointed the first 
Spiritual Advisor for the Orthodox Brotherhood in the 
U.S.A. beginning August 1, 1997. 

Rey. Fr. Traian Petrescu is appointed the Spiri- 
tual Advisor for the ARFORA beginning June 8, 1997. 

To the Department of Religious Education in Canada: 
Dna. Psa. Clara Mancantelli is Head: Fr. Dan 
Nenson, Fr. John Mancantelli, Drs. Eleanor and 
John Bujea as Members and Fr. Dr. Cezar Vasiliu 
and Dna. Psa. Florica Ichim as Consultants. 

To the Spiritual Consistory: V. R. Richard 
Grabowski, President; Rev. George Treff, Secre- 
tary; Rev. Vasile Susan, Referee-Investigator, begin- 
ning September 1, 1997. * 


CLERGY CHANGES 


Curpene, Adrian, Rev. Fr. is appointed as Priest 
of St. Nicholas Mission, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, 
effective July 1, 1997. 4 

Dobre, Mircea, Rev. Fr. is appointed as Priest of 
St. Mary Mission, Las Vegas, Nevada, effective June 
1, 1997. 

Frunza, Florian Anton, Rev. Fr. is appointed as 
second Parish Priest of Holy Trinity Church, Los 
Angeles, California, effective July 7, 1997. ] 

Lapustea, Constantin, Rev. Fr. is appointed as 
second Priest of Holy Cross Mission, San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, effective August 1, 1997. : 

Mihalache, Florin, Rev. Fr. is appointed as Priest 
of Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel Mission, Sac 
ramento, California, effective September 1, 1997. 
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_ The following is a translation from the Romanian 

Article, “Reflections on the Statements of a Patriarch 

| Moved by Spiritual Courage,” SOLIA, July, 1997. 

| This article is about His Holiness, IGNATIOS IV, 
Patriarch of the Church in Antioch whose canonical 

E: covers Syria, Iraq, Kuwait and the Syro- 
Lebanese communities (Diaspora) in Western Europe, 
North and South America, Asia and Australia. 

His Holiness speaks openly and resolutely, his wings 
unfettered by the prejudices of “jurisdictions,” “can- 
ons,” and those “distorted political interests” which 
have crept into our holy altars and synods. Because 


natural that one of his main concerns should be about 
the future of the Church in the entire world, and not 
one limited and walled in by the Phanar, Moscow or 
any other patriarchate. 

Patriarch IGNATIOS IV sees that the manner of 
living the catholicity of the Church is in full freedom 
in the Holy Spirit and not in blind adherence to the 
"letter of the canons; because, “the canons were made 
for the Church and not the Church for the canons.” 
"With spiritual courage, he goes so far as to say that 
nothing prevents the modification of old and obsolete 
canons, and nothing impedes the creation of new can- 
ons as long as history does not become the absolute. 
We must search diligently for the realization of the 
“Church in her present and given historical context, 
“otherwise we die and we become nothing more than 
a museum filled with mummies.” 

There seems to be a quiet shout pervading the spirit 
of the words of Patriarch IGNATIOS. More than ever 
we feel the absence of a vivacious Orthodox 
ecclesiology which should reflect the other-world re- 
ality of the mystical body of Christ instead of our 
present preoccupations, which stumble over “‘jurisdic- 
| tions” and centuries’ dead “canons.” 

This is probably why we have become confused 
about our unity in the Spirit and Truth and the tempo- 
"ral rule of the canons. We forget that through it's 
head, the body of the Church is one and one only; that 
"there is only one life in her, the life of Christ in his 
body, his soul and divinity, as St. Maximos the Con- 
fessor wrote. This is the Same one and Holy Spirit 
who changes bread and wine into the body and blood 
of our Savior through which we are joined together in 
him, and for which we long to have him living in us 
inasmuch as we also live in him. } 

“If we all commune of the same bread, all of us are 
one body, because Christ cannot be divided; and, if 
we are all united in one body and also with him, who 
is in us with his pure body, how is it that we do not 
understood that we ourselves are all one body in Christ, 
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his spiritual responsibilities are so widespread, it is: 


A PATRIARCH SPEAKS ON THE 
| “DIASPORA” 


for he is the bond of unity, being both God and man.” 
(St. Cyril of Jerusalem) 

The “Diaspora” in America, addressing that which 
causes us much concern, does not have the benefit of 
such an ecclesiology, but is enveloped in the chaos 
and problems related to the multiplicity of ethnic ju- 
risdictions established over the decades and which are 
still tied to their Mother Churches, or are separated 
for whatever reasons from them. 

Those who should be concerned with ecclesiology 
are preoccupied with “administrative” unity. Those 
who should be supported by their Mother Churches 
have been left on their own to fend for themselves and 
to face the larger jurisdictions such as the Greek, 
which has standing behind it the arms of the Phanar 
reaching out toward all the “Diaspora” with an insa- 
tiable hunger for “ecumenical” power. 

Considering all these throes of the “Diaspora,” the 
Antiochian Patriarch recognizes that proposals and 
intentions, more or less honest, to solve the current 
situation exist, but the way these proposals are formu- 
lated create “abnormal situations”; and in particular, 
if they are based on the remembrance of the existence 
of the Byzantine Empire and on ancient canons, spe- 
cifically Canon 28 of the Ecumenical Synod of 
Chalcedon which gave to the Bishop of Constantinople 
the jurisdiction over three barbarian (people outside 
the empire) territories: Pontus, Asia and Thrace. In 
time and at the present in particular, the jurisdiction 
over these specific three territories has been inter- 
preted in the “vaticanesc” language of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch as extending to all territories and Orthodox 
faithful who, for whatever reasons, live in lands out- 
side those of their Mother Churches or even outside 
the ancient patriarchates. 

These territories are considered today by the Phanar 
as being the “Diaspora,” and the Christian Orthodox 
faithful in America (a barbarian land according to 
Canon 28) are the most favorable “Diaspora” barbar- 
ians to the Phanar, because they are the wealthiest. 

The Ecumenical Patriarch will never be able to 
resolve the “problem of Diaspora” as long as he clings 
to the claims of past authority, or better stated, to the 
memory of a Byzantine Empire long in ashes. 

By his jurisdictional claims, he has become part of 
the problem and not a solver of it. After more than 
1500 years since the enunciation of Canon 28, “the 
Patriarch of Constantinople has lost the title of ethnarch 
(given to him by the Turks), and the title “ecumenical 
patriarch’ remains as only a remembrance of a glori- 
ous past. This title does not apply to the current reli- 
gious and political situation. In the 19th and 20th 

Cont. on page 4 
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PATRIARCH Cont. from page 3 


centuries, new national Orthodox countries were formed 
and the Patriarchate of Constantinople lost jurisdic- 
tion over the Churches of these new countries which 
were declared and recognized as autocephalous. Un- 
der these conditions, the question is if the decision for 
and the motivation of Canon 28 remain justifiable 
today. The answer to this question is given by the 
situation itself: the reason why Constantinople and 
Rome received exceptional jurisdiction does not any 
longer in fact exist.” (Patriarch Justinian of Romania, 
“Ortodoxia,” Nr. 2-3, 1951.) 

For Orthodox Americans (“Diaspora”) too many 
events have taken place recently and they are worried 
and concerned about their future. First, there was the 
removal of Archbishop IAKOVOS of the Greek Arch- 
diocese in North America who was beginning to envi- 
sion an American Orthodox Church in which all the 
ethnic communities would share their spiritual gifts. 
Next, the replacement of Archbishop IAKOVOS by a 
disciple servile to the Ecumenical Patriarch who has 
stated that the Orthodox in America are not “mature” 
enough to be independent and autocephalous. Fur- 
thermore, we heard about the discussions or better 
stated, negotiations between the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA) and the Phanar and Moscow at the 
same time, the contents of which discussions are not 
printed anywhere. Finally, there is the announcement 
that the Ecumenical Patriarch will visit North America 
this autumn. 

We consider all these things to be maneuvers and 
manipulations, but we may also consider them as threats 
against the Orthodox Churches in the “Diaspora.” If 
we dig deeper, we will probably find a papalistic 
temptation for worldly power and wealth. 

For us Christian Orthodox faithful of America, for 
each belonging to an ethnic group, there is a final 
question: Will our Mother Churches stand by idly and 
not lift their voices against such activities? Will they 
be content to have peace within their own autocephalous 
Sees and not stand up decisively to defend those who, 
although living elsewhere, are born from their bo- 
soms? Do not those torn from their bodies have the 
same spiritual flesh and blood of the Mother Church 
and are they not concerned about the faith? Is the 
political game of not treading on Ecumenical Patriar- 
chal toes (because they need his support in disputes 
with the neighboring patriarchates) stronger than the 
right todefend their spiritual descendents or stronger 
than the love of a Mother who sees her own children 
threatened by the Phanar? 

We live today at a historical conjuncture of unprec- 
edented dimensions and historical importance in the 
formation of a distinct mentality conscious of its 
maturity; and, which loves its mother from which she 
received her spirituality (witnessed in the language 
and the spiritual means to live in the world it lives in 
now), but wishes to live her own life, with her own 
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successes and failures. We are no longer the children 
of a hundred years ago. We have grown up in the: 
decades gone by; we have our own homes and roots.. 
Our children, many of whom do not speak any ethnic: 
language, still feel deep inside their souls the mystery 
of ethnia which has not yet died. 

In the light of these reflections, the statement ofi 
Patriarch IGNATIOS of Antioch comes like a salve: 
the Mother Churches should come to an agreement! 
about “the position to be adopted in regard to all 
Orthodox who live beyond the geographical borders: 
of the old Apostolic and newer autocephalous sees. 
We consider that a patriarchate of North America, 
South America and others should exist only so that we! 
can better serve our faithful.” 

Our own considerations go even further, although 
in the same direction. Why can’t we have a Patriarch- 
ate of North America with Metropolias for each ethnic 
jurisdiction. Maybe it is not yet the time for territorial 
jurisdictions. In the future, the jurisdictions could be 
changed according to the historical and social needs. 

“If we choose to be blind in facing reality and we 
refuse to reinterpret the old canon of the Phanar’s 
supremacy, we will condemn the old Apostolic Sees 
to be only Sees, without faithful. And we will leave 
the Orthodox faithful who live outside the jurisdiction 
of these Sees without canonical organization. I am 
convinced that those who are willing to copy what- 
ever was historically possible in the past do not wish 
for the Church to be a Church of action. Without 
knowing it, these people give satisfaction to the en- 
emies of the Church. We must do today according to 
the need of our time. We must refuse to live in the 
past. God did not give us only the past - he also gave 
us the present.” 

“The problem of “Diaspora” does not affect only 
the clergy but affects all faithful Orthodox today, and 
not only here but in all the world, for it is threatened 
by the perils of a certain clericalism.” 

“When we speak about Church, we have the ten- 
dency to speak only about the clergy; and, if this 
happens, it is because we have isolated ourselves from 
the faithful. We do not ask anything from them, be- 
cause we do not see them anymore. Also, we did not 
answer their questions. We do not come with answers 
to the needs of contemporary society, the society in 
which our faithful live. This refusal to have a dialog 
with those you serve, whose confessions you hear and 
to whom you impart communion, constitutes the best 
method to bury the Orthodox Church.” # ¥ 

Dinu Cruga 
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AN OPEN LETTER To 

His ALL HOo.iness, 

PATRIARCH 
BARTHOLOMEW 


Your All-Holiness will shortly arrive in the United 
States primarily to visit the Greek Orthodox Archdio- 
cese. As Ecumenical Patriarch, we like to believe that 
| Your All-Holiness will be here also for all Orthodox 
Christians, regardless of jurisdiction or ethnic origin. 

As such, we most heartily and warmly welcome Your 
: All-Holiness in our midst and wish Your All-Holiness 
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a most productive stay for the welfare and glory of all 
, Orthodox Christians. 

Your All-Holiness will have an occasion to observe 
| unfettered, the functioning of Orthodoxy at the grass- 
: roots level, experience some of the achievements and 
also the problems which face us. 

We Orthodox Christians are over 5 million strong 

in this country, having been here for many genera- 
tions! Therefore, we are American first, but aware of 
our ethnic origin. As such, please do not consider us 
a “diaspora” and deal with us accordingly. 

Less than half of the cradle Orthodox actively prac- 

tice their Faith. On the other hand, the Orthodox Church 
: does attract many converts who are interested in the 
| Faith without ethnic happenings. 
Look at us as we actually are. We are splintered in 

various jurisdictions which are sometimes in conflict 
with each other. As long as we stress our differences 
and obstinate ethnicity, we will further weaken the 
Orthodox Church in North America. 

We think we are ready for an Authocephalous 
American Orthodox Church much more so than some 
of the existing ones. We have over 2,000 parishes, a 
number of Seminaries, schools, organizations, and 
institutions, numerous periodicals, and ever-increas- 
ing publication of Orthodox books and materials, a 
well prepared and dedicated clergy, generally, numer- 
ous outstanding lay persons who offer leadership and 
material support, a growing number of converts and 
increasing recognition and status in the American arena. 

Therefore, we Orthodox in America implore Your 

All-Holiness to help us achieve Orthodox Unity and 
: Autocephaly. The Ecumenical Patriarchate and all the 
"respective mother Churches have only to gain ulti- 
mately. 
As a priest for 57 years in America and a strong 
advocate of Orthodox Unity, even though I love my 
ethnic origin, I know that I speak for the majority of 
_ Orthodox Christians in America. % 

V. Rev. Fr. Vasile Hategan 
. Cleveland, Ohio 
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VATRA ‘WISH LIST’ 


There are various projects which need to be accom- 
plished at the Vatra, and visitors often state that they 
would be willing to help out if they knew what needed 
to be done. Here is a partial list of those things which 
need to be done “ASAP,” and others as time and funds 
allow. We realize that many of these items are “biggies,” 
but perhaps other than money, there may be those who 
can give technical assistance and time for the projects. 
1. Replace old boiler in residence. 

2. Restoration of the Memorial Troita for those sent to 

Siberia in 1940. Erected in 1964. 

3. Replace sidewalks in front of the Residence, the 
steps in back and the walk to the church. 
4. Build handicap and funeral accessible entrance into 
the upper church. 
5. Roof replacements: Residence, Pomutz, Pavilion. 
6. Replace outside sanitary facilities. 
7. Replace windows in St. Simeon Dormitory. 
8. Extend sanitary facilities in St. Simeon (additional 
showers, etc.). 
. Remodel upper level of lancu Hall for guests and 
counselors. 
Church items: 
1. Gold Plate Gospel Book. 
2. Gold Plate chalices and diskos for use in Missions. 
3. Sew new vestments for Vatra services. 
4. Replace folding chairs with strane in lower chapel. 
5. Extend the iconostasion in the upper church. 

We cannot propose project costs until we find in- 
terested sponsors. Usually bids are made within a time 
frame. % 
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IMPORTANT 
REMINDERS 


(1) Parish membership dues must be paid in each 
parish office before December 31. The By- 
Laws of the Episcopate state the following: 
Voting rights in the regular Parish Assem- 
bly shall be granted to those members of the 
Parish who have met their financial obliga- 
tions to the Parish prior to December 31. 

„New members may exercise the right to vote 
at a Parish Assembly only if they have been 
enrolled for at least six (6) months. Article 
IX, Section 25 (f). THIS MEANS THAT NO 
DUES CAN BE PAID ON THE DAY OF 
THE PARISH ASSEMBLY. THOSE WHO 

“HAVE NOT PAID BY DECEMBER 31 

CANNOT VOTE AT THE PARISH ASSEM- 
BLY. 
The 1995 Episcopate Congress voted that each 
parish is required to make a line item in the 
annual parish budget for the financial support 
of Episcopate Missions. 


A.R.F.O.R.A. 
UPDATE 


Fall is in the air, and it is time to start making plans 
for the rest of the year (if you haven’t already). 

In our local ladies’ auxiliaries, we should start with 
the dues. Have you paid your dues for this year? It 
might be a good idea for the local treasurer to make a 
list of those who have paid and encourage others to do 
sO. 

Next is the Saint Paraschiva project. October 14 
is the Feast Day of Saint Paraschiva. It is around this 
date each year that the local auxiliaries are asked to do 
a special project and send the profit to A.R.F.O.R.A. 
for the Mission Fund. This year we have set our goal 
high at eight thousand dollars. It can be reached if all 
auxiliaries participate. Remember, no matter how small 
or large the donation is, it is important that each 
auxiliary makes a contribution. 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Sunday is another project that 
needs to be planned. The profit from this event goes 
directly to the Episcopate. Remember, this project and 
the Episcopate Sunday project, which each parish 
should have, help keep the membership dues to the 
Episcopate down. Again, no matter how large or small 
the profit, have your auxiliary make the commitment 
to do something to say YES ... we support our Epis- 
copate. 

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheer- 
ful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7. 


Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco 
President 


HIERARCHAL 
SCHEDULE 


July 10-11, Thursday-Friday. Accompanied His 
Eminence Serafim to visit local Detroit area churches: 
St. George Cathedral, Sts. Peter & Paul. 

July 11, Friday. With His Eminence to St. Nicho- 
las, Descent Holy Spirit (Detroit), then to Fairlawn, 
OH. Presentation Our Lord. Te Deum. Later, Cleve- 
land, OH. St. Mary. Clergy Reception. 

July 12-13. With His Eminence. Cleveland, OH. 
St. Mary. Saturday. Great Vespers. Sunday. Divine 
Liturgy. Reception. 

July 13, Sunday - July 26, Saturday. Vatra. Jun- 
ior Religious Education Camp. Administrator. 

July 18-19. Ft. Qu'Appelle, SK. Friday. Closing 
of St. Nicholas Summer Camp. Vespers. Dinner. Sat- 
urday. Divine Liturgy. Awards presentation. Later. 
Meeting with Canada DOREC committee. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION FOR 
CANADA CREATED 


There has always been concern for the religious 
education of our children, although it has too often | 
been an upstream battle. In time, the Sunday School | 
Teachers were formed and thereafter a Religious Edu- 
cation Commission. In time, the Commission was 
promoted to a Department. 

Both in Canada and the United States, religious | 
education camps and programs have existed for many 
years. Along with these summer events, parishes also 
established parish church schools and vacation schools. | 

Considering that the religious education needs of 
the Canadian parishes can best be determined in Canada, | 
His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, has split the De- 
partment of Religious Education of the Episcopate | 
into two: the DORE in the United States and the 
DOREC in Canada. The appointed members are: Dna. 
Psa. C. Mancantelli, Frs. D. Nenson, J. Mancantelli, 
Drs. E. & J. Bujea. Considering the need for Roma- 
nian language materials, His Grace has invited Fr. Dr. 
C. Vasiliu and Dna. Psa. F. Ichim to serve as consult- 
ants. 

The Department will be self funding with $1.00 per 
member from dues paid to the Episcopate; funds from 
the St. Nicholas Camp; and, donations from the par- 
ishes, auxiliaries and other sources. Accounts will be 
kept through the Deanery. 

The St. Nicholas Camp and all education programs 
are under DOREC. Dna. Psa. Clara Mancantelli will 
personally visit parishes to work with them in estab- 
lishing or strengthening their programs; and, she and 
her department members will offer workshops and 
conferences. 

The Dean of Canada, V. R. Nicolae Marioncu, is 
“ex officio” a member of DOREC. % 


July 20. Lennard, MB. St. Elias. Divine Liturgy. 
Blessed Readers Dennis Ptashnik & Alexa Ungurian. 
Procession. Hram celebration. Festive banquet. Con- 
ferences. 

July 26, Saturday. Vatra. Divine Liturgy. Closing 
of Junior Religious Education Camp. 

August 3, Sunday - August 26, Saturday. Vatra. 
Senior Religious Education Camp. Administrator. On 
August 14, Thursday, hosted Metropolitan 
THEODOSIUS at the camp. 

August 14-15, Thursday, Friday. Rives J unction, 
Dormition Monastery. Pilgrimage. Concelebrated with 
Metropolitan THEODOSIUS and Bishop JOB at af 
services. . i 

August 16, Saturday. Vatra. Closing of Senior 
Religious Education Camp. % 
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CANADA 
BROTHERHOOD SPIEL 


Members of the Brotherhood recently enjoyed 
their Ice Spiel, a favorite social event in the 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba Provinces and a Broth- 
_ erhood “must!” During the event, the Brotherhood 
special “Social Banner,” is proudly displayed by 
Bob Buchanan and Fr. Joseph MacLellan. It al- 
ways attracts attention and instigates questions 
about the Brotherhood and the Church to which 
the members are pleased to respond. The ladies are 
keen competition. The Brotherhood cordially in- 
vites their US Brotherhood to a challenge! 


HRAM AT 
ST. ELIAS PARISH, 
LENNARD, MANITOBA 


His Grace, Bishop Nathaniel, celebrated the Di- 
vine Liturgy for the Hram of the Lennard Parish 
on July 20, and assisting him were V. R. Nicolae 
Marioncu, Fr. Joseph MacLellan, Parish Priest. 
His Grace also blessed two readers for the St. George 
Parish, Winnipeg: Dennis Ptashnik and Alexa 
_ Ungurian. Following the service, the Bishop, clergy 
and faithful, encircled the church in procession 
and then proceeded to bless the old church and 
cemetery. The parish will celebrate its 95th anni- 


ye versary next year. NCEE CERES AS 
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ORTHODOX 
BROTHERHOOD 
OF CANADA 
ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


According to the By-Laws of the Orthodox 
Brotherhood of Canada, Article V, Section 2, (a), 
the Annual Conference is herewith called to order 
for October 4 & 5, 1997. The meeting will be held 
at the Romanian Orthodox Deanery Centre of 
Canada at Ft. Qu’ Appelle, Saskatchewan. 

+ Rt. Rev. NATHANIEL Popp, Bishop 
William Murray , Chairman 
Adelia Flunder, Secretary 


SCHEDULE 


Saturday, October 4 
9:00 a.m. Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Opening Session 
12:00 noon Lunch 
1:00 p.m. Second Session 
4:00 p.m. Memorial Service & Vespers 


5:00 p.m. Official Photograph session 


6:30 p.m. Dinner 
7:30 p.m. Presentation by DOREC 


Sunday, October 5 
8:30 a.m. Matins - St. George Parish, Regina 
10:00 a.m.  Hierarchal Liturgy 
12:30 p.m. Conference Banquet 


Spiritual Advisor: Rev. John Mancantelli 


Information: 
Wm. Murray - (306) 352-0112 or 
Adelia Flunder (306) 896-2917 


1997 VATRA CONGRESS — 


The St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church in 
Chicago, IL, greatly thanks all people who attended 
the 1997 Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
Congress at Vatra Românească / Jackson, MI, and 
who enjoyed the food and service, masterly planned 
and done by the hosting committee members of our 
Parish in Chicago, IL. 

Everything was possible because of the hard work 
done in both places (Chicago and at the Vatra) by the 
people of St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Parish in 
Chicago, IL, which received a lot of compliments and 
warm appreciation from the people present this year 
at the Vatra Congress and from everywhere, for the 
variety and quality of the menu prepared and served 
on this special occasion. 

The Rey. Fr. Vasile Susan — Parish Priest, Mr. 
Ionel Maiogan — Chairman of the Hosting Commit- 
tee, Mr. Aurel Drăgoi — Parish Council President, 
Mrs. Elena Ladan — Ladies Auxiliary CREDINTA 
President, and everybody whose names will be men- 
tioned below, got along and worked like never before 
... and also had a good time. 

We would like to let you know the names of those 
who offered their time, talents, money, and love to 
make the 1997 Vatra Congress an unforgettable one. 
The names of those who made sarmale, mititei, cârnaţi, 
croafne (gogosi), pîine de casă, worked in the kitchen, 
served food, set up the table and cleand up, sold 
tickets, fried mititei, or did their best in any possible 
way, are alphabetically listed, as follows: 
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Host ParisH IN PICTURES & WorRDS 


Bogdan & Anda Baurceanu; Rafila Boldi; Margareta 
Brad; Saveta Bulik; Elena Comlosan; Cornell 
Cotosman; Stefania Covaci; Eugen Deian; Lenuta & 
Ricky DeMartini; Lenuta Dragodan; Aurel, Gordana, 
Priscilla, Stephanie & Natasha Dragoi; George & Eva 
Horju; John, Daniela & Emanuel Ilin; Dan, Ecaterina 
& Andrei Ilioviciu; Emeric, Mariana & David Istvan; 
Ioniţă & Elena Kisereu; Pavel & Dana Krăciun; Nada 
Jivadinovic; Kornel Sr., Elena, Cornel Jr., Aurelia & 
Bobica Ladan; Ana Miclău; Ionel, Cecilia, Diana, 
Alexander, Livius, Maria & Livia Maiogan; Aurel 
Mihu; Marioara Mikleu; Mitru, Olga, Roxandra, 
Alexandru & Viorica Moga; Vasile, Maria, loana, 
Mihaela & Lucian Muntean; Valerie & Susan Nelson; 
Steve, Florence, Alexander & Christina Nicolici; Daniel 
Niţoi; John Pătrașcu; Traian & Esther Pora; Vasile 
Riniosu; Marius Scăunaș; Mihai Sergent; John & 
Kathy Stănitz; Rev. Fr. Vasile, Dna Psă. Elena, Vasile, 
Lenuta, loan & Marioara Susan; Bozidar Stefanovic; 
Lucian, Viorica, Vanessa & Adrian Turika. 

May God bless the St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox — 
Church in Chicago, IL, its members and friends with 
peace, good health, prosperity and spiritual growth 
for years to come. 

P.S. The host parish of St. Mary’s in Chicago, IL, . 
paid for all the food and beverages expenses. This 
is a sign of recognition for the way our Episcopate 
took care of the spiritual needs of our Parish since it j 
was formed 86 years ago. j 

Yours in Christ the Lord, Rev. Fr. Vasile Susan 
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edge of the students and the questions they were able 
to answer. 


Camp ST. 
NICHOLAS AT FT. 
Qu’ APPELLE — 

1997 


With the exception of the final night of the 1997 St. 
Nicholas Children’s Camp when it rained, the weather 
was a balmy 27 to 33 degrees Celsius. For our Ameri- 
can friends, this converts to 88 to 95 degrees Fahren- 
heit. 

Our attendance dropped slightly from last year to 39 
students due to the O.C.A. parishes running their camp 
just prior to ours. As the old saying goes, “It’s not the 
quantity but the quality” and this year, as always, we 
had quality kids. 

In addition to the students, we had 15 volunteers: 
teachers, counsellors, dorm parents and three cooks — 


' Rose Dumba, Helen Gieni and Shirley Pacquet — who 


were the favorites with the campers. Their excellent 
meals and snacks satisfied the appetites of both young 
and old. 

Our nurse, Colleen Ungrin, looked after all scrapes, 
bumps and bruises, applying band-aids, aspirin, and a 
lot of TLC (tender, loving care). 

The teaching staff was second to none with Psa. 


Clara Mancantelli, Cindy Wilson, Lisa Nenson, Crys- 


tal Flunder and Fr. Dan Nenson. A feature this year 


"was “Bible Challenge” which is played similar to Trivial 


Pursuit. The camp students were all put on five differ- 


ent teams. Teachers prepared the students all week by 
firing questions at the groups taken from the game 


“Behold, The Christian Knowledge Game.” The five 
teams: The Disciples, The Apostles, The Bishops, The 
Cross Carriers and The Lightning Bolts, had everyone, 
including His Grace, shaking his head at the knowl- 


Grant Steski, Camp Director, was in charge of the 
overall operation of the camp, Fr. Dan Nenson was the 
spiritual director. Counsellors Mark Wilson and Deni 
Miclea were a welcomed help. In addition to Religious 
Education, the students enjoyed going bowling, swim- 
ming, horseback riding and playing a variety of sports. 

Rhea Holovach was in charge of sports, and during 


the course of the week a tug-of-war was held between 


the students and the staff. Needless to say, the students 
won. 

The highlight of the week was a visit from His 
Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL. He had two informal 
sessions with the students and also presented the St. 
Nicholas campers with a scroll prepared by students 
from Camp Vatra, telling us of some of their activities 


and sending their best wishes for a successful camp at 


Fort Qu’ Appelle. Our campers immediately responded 
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NEw DEPARTMENT OF 


’ MISSIONS FOR CANADA 


The Episcopate has been blessed by God to found a 
number of new missions in the United States and in 
Canada. The work of the Department of Missions has 
been under the care of V. R. Constantin Tofan. Consid- 
ering the vast expanse of territories covered, His Grace, 
Bishop NATHANIEL, has split the Department into one 
for the United States and one for Canada. 

Canadian missions at this time are: St. Nicholas, 
Montreal; St. Nicholas, Ottawa; Holy Cross, London; 
St. Andrew, Vancouver. 

Funds for this Department will come from the $1.00 
per member dues to the Episcopate and will be under the 
financial control of the Deanery. 

Members of the Department of Missions for Canada 
are: His Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, Chairman; V. R. 
Nicolae Marioncu, Rev. Fr. Dan Nenson, Wm. Murray, 
President of the Brotherhood. :% 


by preparing a scroll of their own, decked with two 
Canadian flags, which His Grace took back with him 
to present to the Camp Vatra students. 

Bill Murray and his crew were in charge of the 
closing barbecue. His Grace had a difficult time choosing 
what he wanted for dessert which consisted of blue- 
berry, saskatoon, rhubarb or apple pie. He resolved it 
quickly by having a piece of each. 

Students attending this year’s camp were: Carl 
Bicknell, Justine Esplen, Jonathan Holovach, Marianne 
Holovach, Nathan Holovach, Jordan Holovach, Skyler 
Jones, Laryssa Jones, Jeremy Steski, Stephanie Steski, 
Corinne Steski from Russell, Manitoba; Jeana Brodie 
from Saskatoon, Sask; Kyle Cosford from Calgary, 
Alberta; Simon Barru, Natielle Bzdel, Kendra Korinetz, 
Marius Miclea, Sheena Nault, Stephen Nenson, Zachary 
Nenson, Filmon Ogbay, Adam Rolfe, Randal Sanderson, 
Rachel Sanderson, Anna Toderan, Adam Tonita, Nicole 
Tonita, Peter Woldu, Paul Woldu from Regina, Sask.; 
Stacey Kozera, David Ungrin, Mellisa Ungrin, Natalie 
Ungrin from Winnipeg, Manitoba; Dan Linka from 
Lumsden, Sask.; Jenna Lungal, Dallas Mench, Robert 
Mench, Daniel Onofriechuk from Roblin, Manitoba; 
and Brett Vilcu from Weyburn, Sask. 

Thank you to the Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada, 
AROY, ARFORA, Colleen Ungrin, Carrie Steski, Gil 
Parent, St. Elias and St. John the Baptist Churches, for 
their support and donations to this year’s camp. God 
bless! 

The pens and books, pots and pans, have all been 
stored away for this year, but in just a few months’ 
time committees will again be hard at work planning 
for Camp St. Nicholas at Ft. Qu’Appelle — 1998. 

Dates for next year’s camp have been set for July 12 
to 18, 1998. Anyone wishing to help or attend, please 
contact your parish priest for more details. î 

Psa. Alice Nenson 
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A LETTER F ROM JR. CAMP 


Camp Vatra for Juniors 1997 


Dear Grandma and Grandpa: 

Wow — I am finally at camp. I can’t believe it. 
Preoteasa Mary Ellen was there to meet me. | picked 
out my room in the dormitory and I’m sharing with 
four other kids. I got a top bunk. The dorm is air- 
conditioned! The dorm parents are Mr. and Mrs. Wey, 
and they helped us get settled in. 

Later on Sunday night, we all met in the dining hall 
and Psa. Mary Ellen told us some stuff about camp. I 
don’t know how I am going to remember everything. 

Every morning and evening we have services in 
church. Mrs. Jones is our choir director, and she helps 
us sing the responses. Father Bleahu is the priest. 
After church, we go to flag raising. We sing the Ca- 
nadian, Romanian and American national anthems as 
the flags are being raised. In the evening, we have the 
lowering of the flags. 

Did you know that we have chores to do? Preoteasa 
sometimes tells us what our jobs are and other times 
they are posted in the dormitory. There are jobs like 
K.P., church and chapel sweep, pavilion sweep. We 
have to clean the bathrooms too, yuck. 

We are divided into two groups. Our first class is 
with Father Bleahu in the chapel. He teaches Liturgi- 
cal Studies. We are going to learn different prayers. 
He tells.us lots of neat stories to help us remember 
things about the church. 

Our next class is Ethics and Psa. Louisa teaches 
that. We’re going to learn about how to make the right 
choices and decisions, peer pressure, divorce and things 
that happen to us and around us every day, and how 
God can help us deal with these pressures. 

We get a break and then go to arts and crafts. 
Thrisia and Mary are teaching this class. We are going 
to make Symbols of Christianity. 
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Our last class is Bible, and Mr. and Mrs. Wey teach 
that class. We are going to learn how God and the 
Bible are in our lives now. We have to takes notes for 
every class except arts and crafts. They said there is 
going to be a test at the end. Yuck. 

After we have finished our jobs, there is quiet time. 
Some kids write letters home and others talk. After 
quiet time and if it’s not too hot, we can play outside. 
There is lots to do outside — we can play basketball, 
volleyball, soccer or play on the swings. Some kids 
play pool — there is a pool table in the pavilion. 

We have choir practice every day, and we are learn- 
ing from the Unison Song Book. Some kids sing this 
in their parishes. Mrs. Jones also told us there is going 
to be a talent night and that if we want, we can sign 
up for it. 

Bishop Nathaniel went to visit St. Nicholas Camp 
at Fort Qu’ Appelle, Saskatchewan. We wrote a letter 
to the campers there, and Bishop Nathaniel took it 
with him. They sent a letter back to us. 

Father Bleahu had to go back to his parish for the 
weekend, so Psa. Mary Ellen taught his class, except 
she taught us how to do our laundry! We went to the 
laundromat in the afternoon; and, when we were there. 
the power went out, so we couldn’t finish our laundry. 
We went back the next day to finish it. I think it was 
Saturday — we had classes that day too. 

The National Board of AROY was at the Vatra and 
they showed us a video about AROY. They gave each 
of us a camera, so everyone was taking pictures. That 
evening some of them played soccer with us — we. 
tired them out. 

On Sunday we went to Sts. Peter and Paul for 
church. That's the church Psa. Mary Ellen goes to. We 
travelled in a big bus. We all had confession before. 
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Father Bleahu left so we were prepared for Holy Com- 
munion. 

After Liturgy, we changed into our play clothes, 
because they had a picnic. There was a band and 
everyone danced Romanian dances. There were games 
land face painting for the kids outside. On the way 
back we stopped at McDonald’s for supper — it was 
a great day and a lot of kids found it hard to fall 
asleep. 

One afternoon, Metropolitan SERAFIM came to 
visit. He spoke with us in Romanian. We asked him 
questions — some asked in English and some asked in 
Romanian. When he left, we all crowded around him 
trying to get a blessing from him. 

We went to the monastery on another afternoon. 
We got to meet with the nuns, and Mother Gabriella 
gave us a tour. We visited the guest house and the 
cemetery. We had vespers at the monastery. Some 
kids bought some icons and crosses, and we are going 
to have them blessed on the last day of camp. 
| We also went to the Jackson Dairy and had ice 
cream. Another time we went to visit a farm where 
they had ostriches and lambs and other animals. We 
also got to go to the mall one day for a couple of 
hours. 

We had our talent night and some kids performed. 
Even some of the staff performed. We had M.C.’s and 
comedians, and it was a great show. I will have to 
remember to bring my instrument next year for talent 


"night. All the campers got on stage at the end and sang 
“Good bye Vatra, good bye.” After that, we had a 


dance and everyone danced. We got to stay up a little 
bit later, and it was real hard falling asleep. 

It is now the last day and I’m kind of excited about 
going home, but sad cause I am going to miss all the 
friends | have made. We all received Communion at 


"the Holy Liturgy. We gave the responses for the whole 
Liturgy. His Grace and Preoteasa Mary Ellen gave us 


our certificates right after the Liturgy. There was a 
farewell banquet in the pavilion. The Bishop blessed 
the crafts we had made. Psa. Mary Ellen said that if 
there isn’t a nurses station built for next year, that 
there wouldn’t be a camp because the State of Michi- 
gan requires it. So I hope that you will donate money 
so that it will be built. 

It was a great two weeks, and | am really happy that 


I was able to go to camp. I can hardly wait until next 


: year. Love you. 


It takes a group of dedicated people to staff Camp 
Vatra for Juniors. They come together a day before 
camp starts as strangers, possibly knowing some people 
from previous camps, but like the campers, at the end 
of camp they leave as friends, knowing that these two 
weeks are a highlight in their summer and look for- 
ward to next time. The staff included the following: 


“Camp Administrator: Bishop NATHANIEL; Direc- 
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Hoty NATIVITY 
CONSECRATION 


Chicago, Illinois 


Saturday, September 20 


4 p.m. Vesper & Sanctification of water 
5 p.m. Picnic on the church grounds 


Sunday, September 21 
10 a.m. Consecration of Church 
11 a.m. Hierarchal Liturgy 
| p.m. Banquet 
3 p.m. Speeches followed by Cultural program 


tor: Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco; Assistant Director: 
Mark Chestnut; Resident Priest and Teacher (Liturgi- 
cal Studies): Father Remus Bleahu (Youngstown, Ohio); 
Dorm Parents, Teachers (Bible Studies) and Nurse: 
David and Janene Wey (Indianapolis, IN); Teacher 
(Ethics): Preoteasa Louisa Todeasa (Monroe, CT); 
Teachers (Arts and Crafts): Thrisia Pana (Regina, 
Saskatchewan), Mary Stanesa (Dearborn, MI); Choir 
Director: Cathy Jones (Philadelphia, PA); Nurse: Su- 
san Cutshall (Canton, OH); Cooks: Cecelia Derstine 
(Schwenksville, PA), Betty Andrews (Cleveland, OH), 
Rodica Rus (Dearborn, MI), Mariana Sandulescu 
(Cleveland, OH); Dining Room Hostesses: Becky 
McMahon (Waterford, MI), Jessica Andrews (Cleve- 
land, OH), Cynthia Cutshall (Canton, OH), Marina 
Todeasa (Monroe, CT), Alexandra Treff (Canton, OH); 
Maintenance Crew: Dustin Holtz (Cleveland, OH); 
Christopher and Michael Jones (Philadelphia, PA), 
Jonathan Wey (Indianapolis, IN). Also on staff and 
ready to help wherever and whenever needed were 
Tom Rosco (Dearborn, MI) and John Lazar (Southfield, 
MI). 

There were 42 children at camp this year. At times 
they would frustrate the staff, other times staff couldn't 
believe that the children were capable of such com- 
passion and caring. The campers of Jr. Camp ‘97 
were: Georgina Arhip; Ana Cerghizan; Alexandra 
Bejinariu; Ramona Barbulescu; Justine Bogdan; Jes- 
sica Boronka; Ashley Cipu; Ana-Maria Costache; Laura 
Cutshall; Rachel Egly; Andreea Grigore; Paula Iures; 
Lisa Nemes; Anamaria Popescu; luliana Rosu; Mihaela 
SAndor; Maranda Tipa; Catherine Treff; Stephanie 
Treharne; Jennifer Turek; Jon Babu; Andrew Borocan; 
Calin Breje; Philip Costache; Mike Dobrin; John 
Erickson; William Erickson; Olivian Grama; Kevin 
holtz; Alex lacob; Nicholas Jones; Michael Kalugar; 
Bogdan Maxim; Paul McDonald; Matthew Raica; 
Christopher Roman; Mihai Rus; Corey Todeasa; Micah 
Tolle; Simeon Vincent; Jesse Wey and Chris Zaharie. 

Thrisia Pana 


11 


CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 


Sis, Peter paul, 


Phillip Michael Boucher, son of Robert & Elaine 
Boucher of Canton, Michigan, graduated from Thurston 
High School where he received honors for “Outstand- 
ing Male Athlete of the Class of 1997.” He was captain 
of cross-country and track, and involved in S.A.D.D. 
(Students Against Drunk Driving). Phillip plans to 
attend Eastern Michigan University where he will 
continue to run track. His hobbies are running, skiing 
and music. At Saints Peter & Paul Church in Dearborn 
Heights, Phillip is an A.R.O.Y. member and graduate 
of the Sunday School. A former altar boy, he contin- 
ues to serve as sacristan. We wish Phillip continued 
success and congratulate his family. 


Mihaela Maria Lazar graduated with honors from 
Crestwood High School in Dearborn Heights, Michi- 
gan, where she played varsity volleyball, and plans to 
attend the University of Michigan to study Law. She 
enjoys music; dancing, singing, rollerblading and ten- 
nis. Mihaela is an active member of Sts. Peter & Paul 
A.R.O.Y. and the “TJarancuta’ Romanian Folk Song and 
Dance Group, as well as the church choir. We con- 
gratulate Mihaela and her happy parents, Ioan and 
Marioara Lazar. 


Daniel Dorin Poleacu graduated from Stevenson 
High School in Livonia, Michigan, where he was an 
honor roll student and was awarded for Excellent 
Citizenship. He plans to attend university for a degree 
in electrical or automotive engineering. Daniel enjoys 
playing all sports, and has participated in many AROY 
tournaments over the years, and was awarded 1996 
Volleyball All-Star. He is active in Sts. Peter & Paul 
AROY, serving as treasurer for the past two years. A 
graduate of the Sunday School, Daniel is a former 
altar boy and currently serves as sacristan. His proud 
mom is Elena Stefureac, president of our ladies aux- 
iliary. Congratulations! 


~ 


George Michael Purdu, Jr. is a graduate of Allen 
Park High School in Allen Park, Michigan, where he 
was awarded for academic achievement in math, sci- 
ence and communications. He was vice-president of 
the school band and received an Outstanding Senior 
Band Award Scholarship. George plans to attend East- 
ern Michigan University for a secondary educational 
certificate in Social Science. A member of Sts. Peter 
& Paul AROY in Dearborn Heights, he is a graduate 
of the Sunday School, former altar boy and currently 
serves as sacristan. We congratulate George and his 
parents, George and Maria Purdu. 


ve a 


John (loan) Raicu, son of loan and Margareta 
Raicu of Westland, Michigan, graduated Valedicto- 
rian from John Glenn High School in Livonia. Honors 
include: Presidential Scholarship (four years paid tu- 
ition at Wayne State University), Tandy Technology 
Scholars “Champion of the Classroom,” and Phi Beta 
Kappa. John also received awards in mathematics, 
foreign language and for perfect attendance, as well 
as Presidential Awards from both Presidents Bush and 
Clinton. He was a member of the student council, 
German Club and Ski Club. John will attend Wayne 
State University in his quest for a PhD in Computer 
Programming. He enjoys roller-blading, fixing and 
assembling computers, and friends. John is a graduate 
of Sts. Peter & Paul Sunday School, a former altar boy 
and member of the AROY Chapter. He is also active 
in the “Ţărăncuţă” Romanian Dance and Music En- 
semble. By the way, John’s high school grade point 
average: 4.156! Congratulations! 


Kenneth “KC” Madsen, graduated from Perry Me- 
ridian High School with honors. A very active stu- 
dent, he was in the top 5% of his class of 320 and was 
a member of the National Honor Society. He earned a 
varsity letter in tennis, took part in musical produc-. 
tions and was honored as one of the top 20 overall 
contributors in his class. He will be attending Notre 
Dame University where he voluntarily entered the 
Naval ROTC in hopes of attaining a full tuition schol- 
arship for the second semester and every semester 
thereafter. He plans to major in pre-med. He was 
accepted at every school to which he applied, at least 
eight (8). He won a scholarship from the Indianapolis 
Star News newspaper. He has been a part of our 
church family for the last three (3) years and is a 
member of Indy-AROY. He is the son of Craig and. 
Nancy Madsen of Sts. Constantine & Elena, who are 
justifiably proud of his accomplishments. E 


Laura Cosgarea, the daughter of Victor and Maria 
Cosgarea, graduated from Pike High School, India- 
napolis, on Sunday, June 1, 1997. She is planning to 
attend JV Careers, an institution of further education 
and training, for additional preparation prior to her. 
goal of studying at Indiana University at Indianapolis 
(IUPUI). She wishes to study for a degree in Nursing 
and hopes to work in that field. She and her parents 
are from Fagaras, Romania, and have been estab- 
lished in Indianapolis and in our parish for the past ten 
years. * Aa ' 
Cont. on page 13 


SOLIA SEPTEMBER 1997. 


( 
Phillip Michael Boucher 


George Michael 
Purdu, Jr. 


John (Ioan) Raicu 


Mihaela Maria Lazar 


Daniel Dorin Poleacu 


Kenneth C. Madsen Laura Cosgarea 


PARISH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


_ Achim, Sara Ana Marie, daughter of Doru & Gratiana Achim, 


Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Adrian 
& Ana Faur. 

Baily, Marie, daughter of Robert & Debra Bailey, Fairlawn, OH. 
Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. Godparent: Julie Cioca. 

Balos, Irina Eliza, daughter of Dorel & Eliza Balos, Cleveland, 
OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Valeriu & Paulina 
Cercel. 

Blice, Hannah, daughter of Nathan & Rebecca Blice, Copley, 
OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. Godparent: Tamara 
Bogner. 

Bordeianu, Mihai, son of Alina & Marin Bordeianu, Calgary, 
AB. St. Mary, Calgary, AB. Godparent: Mariana Teleptean. 


| Burns, Michael Ward, son of John P. & Michelle I. Burns, 


Lafayette Hill, PA. Descent Holy Ghost, Elkins Park, PA. 
Godparents: Anthony Mastrocco & Dona M. Trofin. 
Cauneac, Alexander, son of Irina & Marius Cauneac, Lansing, 
MI. Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, MI. Godparents: 
Chita Popovici; Bill & Edith Ketler. 
Craiovan, Anna Marie, daughter of Jon & Juliana Craiovan, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Adriano 
& Voichita Girimonte. 
Craiovan, George Dennis, son of Jon & Juliana Craiovan, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Adriano 
& Voichita Girimonte. 
Daian, Michelle Rene, daughter of Ovidiu & Ildiko Daian, Chan- 
nel View, TX. St. Mary Magdalene, Houston, TX. Godparents: 
Cristian & Daniela Vitan. 


- Dan-Weber, Mara Elena, daughter of Paul W. & Ana D. Weber, 


Beverly Hills, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. God- 
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parent: Alex Stancovschi. 

Dobrota, Alexander John, son of Silviu & Agata Dobrota, Kanata, 
ON. St. Nicholas Mission, Ottawa, ON. Godparents: Alexander 
& Cristina Tulai. 

Dumitru, Johnny Stan, son of John & Maryane Dumitru, Knox, 
IN. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN. Godparent: Cristian 
Dumitru. 

Fatse, Matthew John, son of John G. & Jayne C. Fatse, Fairfield, 
CT. St. Dimitrie; Bridgeport, CT. Godparent: Donna F. 
Benedetto. 

Florea, Alexandra Maria, daughter of Sorin & Diana Florea, San 
Jose, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: Dan & 
Miranda Nastase; Marius & Adriana Hartau. 

Florean, Brandan M., son of Dorin & Mihaela Florean, Clackamas, 
OR. St. Mary, Portland, OR. Godparents: Marcel & Simona 
Chiforeanu. 

Givulescu, Anne Sarah, daughter of Dan & Mihaela Givulescu, 
Montreal, PQ. St. Nicholas, Montreal, PQ. Godparents: Radu 
& Sanda Manoliu. 

Grigorescu, Kevin Stefan, son of Alexandru & Anca Grigorescu, 
Montreal, PQ. St. Nicholas. Montreal, PQ. Godparents: Victor 
& Viorica Condeescu. 

Harvey, Eleanor Victoria, daughter of Sean & Siobhan V. (353 
Harvey, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparent: Kathrine 
Jablonowski. 

Hubbard, Michelle Rene, daughter of David W. & Lydia Hubbard, 
Houston, TX. St. Mary Magdalene, Houston, TX. Godparents: 
Carmen & Serban Saileanu. 

Ivanenco, Sabrina Alexandrina, daughter of Alexander & Aurelia 
Ivanenco, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago. IL. Godparent: Psa. — 
Elena Susan. 

Conr. on page 14 
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Kendall, Erin Michelle, daughter of William & Barbara Kendall, 
Akron, OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. Godparents: 
George & Elvalee Dobrin. 

Kisereu, Aleksandra Marie, daughter of Petar & Sofia Kisereu, 
Troy, MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: George 
& Anna Miclea. 

Ladan, Sorin Christopher, son of Sorin & Simona Ladan, Des 
Plaines, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ionel & Cecilia 
Maiogan. 

Litman, Ryan, son of Ron & Alexandra Litman, Ottawa, ON. St. 
Nicholas Mission, Ottawa, ON. Godparents: Sorin & Mihaela 
Lazarescu. 

Low, Megan Nicolle, daughter of Teodor & Liliana M. Low, Royal 
Oak, MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Brian & 
Valerie Bell. 

Lupu, Maria Alexandra, daughter of Bogdan & Georgetta Lupu, 
Calgary, AB. St. Mary, Calgary, AB. Godparents: Catalin & Irina 
Petcu. 

Miculescu, Hailey Elisabeth, daughter of Mitchell G. & Dana L. 
Miculescu, Palatine, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Mindy 
McCrath & Christian Hayward. 

Morgovan, Alexander John, son of John & Gail Morgovan, Hebron, 
IN. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN. Godparents: Nancy 
Coughlin & Steven Morgovan. 

Munteanu, Nicole Valeria, daughter of Marius & Mirela Munteanu, 
Troy, MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Radu & 
Camelia Botezatu. 

Osan, Rebecca, daughter of Toader & Mariana Osan, Seven Hills, 
ON. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Ioan & Viorica Seulean. 

Peterson, Mackenzye Elayne, daughter of Pippin C. & Christine 
Peterson, Mentone, CA. St. Mary, St. Paul, MN. Godparents: 
Rick Peterson & Christi M. Christea. 

Phillips, Allison Jane, daughter of Gregory & Paula Phillips, Cleve- 
land, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH, Godparents: Daniel & Corina 
Phillips. 

Phillips, Daniel Richard, son of Daniel & Corina Phillips, Akron, 
OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. Godparents: John & 
Katherine Dragomir. 

Pop, George Cosmin, son of Gheorghe & Madalina Pop, Kitchener, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: George & Mareana 
Ghiona. 

Raileanu, Catherine Jeanne, daughter of Adrian P. & Sophie V. 
Raileanu, Val David, PQ. St. Nicholas Mission, Montreal, PO. 
Godparents: Gregory & Virginia Balefanton. 

Ruzan, Ilyssa Eve, daughter of John & Dorina Ruzan, Glendale, AZ. 
St. John, Glendale, AZ. Godparents: Mircea, Kornelia, Felician, 
Laura Gurujan. 

Shewit, Gebremedhin Solomon, son of Bezabeh & Aida K. Shewit, 
Arlington, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparent: Suleman 
Negash. 

Socarda, Daniel Adam, son of Adam & Zana Socarda, Sterling Hts., 
MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Gheorghe & 
Elaina Marinescu. 

Tamas, Sabrina Susan, daughter of Florin & Tatiana Tamas, Chi- 
cago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cris & Sofica Iacsa. 

Tuluca, Andrei Marc, son of Sorin & Mihaela Tuluca, Lakewood, 
OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparent: Lucian Tuluca. 

Valentin, James Jr., son of James & Felicia M. Valentin, Chicago, 
a7 St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Radu I. & Mihaela D. 

an. 

Van Brocklin, Brent Kyle, son of Dr. Kyle & Vicky S. Van Brocklin, 
San Ramon, CA. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Godpar- 
ent: Gabriela Staniciu. nes 

Vendel, Nathan Edward, son of Edward S. & Candice S. Vendel, 

_. Brunswick, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: John & 
Shelly Scoarste. 

Vitan, Marian Ludovic, son of Amarilis & Marian Vitan, Channel 
View, TX. St. Mary Magdalene, Houston, TX. Godparents: Daniela 
& Cristian Vitan. 

Voicu, Christina, daughter of Ionel T. & Gabriela S. Voicu, Chi- 
cago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparent: Ileana Climescu. 

Vonica, Alexandru John, son of Ioan & Mihaela N. Vonica, Port- 


„land, OR. St. Mary, Portland, OR. Godparents: Mike & Mary 
Halmageun. . 
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Waterhouse, Mary Katherine, daughter of Edwin & Mari 
Waterhouse, Hartville, OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OF 
Godparents: David & Stephanie Zablo. 

Wills, Jeffrey Paul, son of Eugen L. and Rose S. Wills, Clevelan 
OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Viorel & Marian 
Murgu. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Blice, Nathan, Copley, OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OF 
Rey. Fr. Dr. Ian Pac-Urar. 

Blice, Rebecca, Copley, OH. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH 
Rev. Fr. Dr. Ian Pac-Urar. 

Huang, Eugene E., St. Louis, MO. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. Rey 
Fr. Alexander Webster. 

Lipon, Anna M., Turner Valley, AB. St. Mary, Calgary, AB. Rey 
Fr. Michael Lupu. 

Sawyer, (Olga) Denise L., Vienna, VA. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA 
Rev. Fr. Alexander Webster. 

Vendel, Candice S., Brunswick, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Rev 
Fr. Remus Grama. 


MARRIAGES 


Craiovan, Mike and Mary Gorenc, Kitchener, ON. St. John 
Kitchener, ON. Godparents: John & Virginia Amorim. 

Draghiciu, Adrian and Stela Tanase, Cranberry Twp., PA. St. Elias 
Ellwood City, PA. Godparents: Gus & Harriet Hatzis. 

English, Mark B. and Lisa Stolaruk, Woodbridge, VA. St. Mary 
Falls Church, VA. Godparents: Joseph & Susan Kumbera. 

Florea, Sorin and Diana Zubac, San Jose, CA. Holy Cross, Sat 
Jose, CA. Godparents: Dan & Miranda Nastase. 

Georgescu, Florin Calin and Viviana Pinilla, Alexandria, VA 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Florin & Elisabet: 
Stanescu; Ekateriny Malliou. 

Florean, Dorin and Mihaela Florean, Clackamas, OR. St. Mary 
Portland, OR. Godparents: Marcel & Simona Chiforeanu. 

Moisei, Serban and Luciana Rossi, Hayward, CA. Holy Cross, Sar 
Jose, CA. Godparents: Tudor & Margareta Antoniu. 

Pacurari, Nicolai Calin and Tara-Lee R. Fisher, Edmonton, AB 
St. Mary, Calgary, AB. Godparents: Adrian J. Pescu, Maria Lupu 
Psa. L. Lupu. 

Radke, Bradley W. and Sheri D. Paranuik, Saskatoon, SK. St 
George, Regina, SK. Godparent: Elizabeth Harrison. 

Reyes, Jose L. and Angela I. Hotca, Lyons, IL. St. Mary, Chicago 
IL. Godparents: George & Floarea Muresan. 

Umbrich, Marin and Maria Pop, Ingolstadt, Germany. Transfigu: 
ration Monastery, Ellwood City, PA. Godparents: Florin & Marian: 
Dimitriu. 

White, Russel and Betty J. Oprian, Uniontown, OH. Presentatior 
Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. Godparents: Emil & Letitia Barsan. 
Williams, James A. and Regan K. Berner, Kyle, SK. St. George 

Regina, SK. Godparents: Erin C. Banda; Tad Berner. 

N N N 
DECEASED 
NN N N 
Andrews-Ross, Aurelia I., 87. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN 

Balan, Lena, 91. Presentation Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH. 

Ballan, Patricia K., 84. St. George, Dysart, SK. A 

Chiru, Vasile, 47. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 2. 

Cincan, Aurel, Sr., 72. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Coman, John C., 71. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Cornea, Katherine E., 75. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Gabor, Mary S., 83. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Ghitsa, Nicholas, 97. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 

Gucu, Moise, 75. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Ridgewood, NY. 

Harrington, Thomas W., 54. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. 

Manili, Saveta, 89. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Maran, Anna, 93. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 

Myers, Vivian C., 68. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN. 

Pana, Marian, 51. St. Nicholas Mission, Ottawa, ON. 

Radovan, Traian, 89. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. 

Sasaran, Frances, 69. St. Elias. Elwood City, PA. 

Savu, Nicholas, 82. St. Elias, Ellwood City, PA. 

Stojni, Ana, 75. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Tan, Bob, 60. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 3 

Vasu, Philip L., 35. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 


SOLIA SEPTEMBER 1997 


| 
| FINANCIAL REPORT 
| 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Anita GONStan (PC DICA SO log e cea $500.00 
ifr. & Psa. John Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN ...... $200.00 
tAnne M. Mercea, Sterling Hts., MI... $125.00 
iThomas R. Carto, Warren, OH... $100.00 
‘Dr. Gabriel Curtis, Crestwood, NY ...............06 $100.00 
‘George J Dobrin Munroe Falls, OH e $100.00 
\M/M Nick Moga, Hubbard;-OH «.3.05..0..20..0.0..5.... $100.00 
JAtty/M John Regule, Hermitage, PA... $100.00 
‘Psa. Margareta Benchea, Clearwater, FL.............. $50.00 
Nellie RP ORS ShacON PARI IAA a ec ee $50.00 


ierid-iskaliStilouis, MOR teanc $50.00 
M/M Daniel Poroch, St. Clair Shores, MI............. $50.00 
“Fr. & Psa.Cornel Todeasa, Monroe,CT................. $50.00 
fan Chirtu, Willowdate, ON ............c..ccccccsssccecssneees $35.00 
IM/M John Pana, Regina, SK .......ceee eee $30.00 
Helen Freudig, Warrington, PA... $25.00 
M/M Stephen J. Maximo, Phildelphia, PA ........... $25.00 
M/M George Oancea, Louisville, OH... $25.00 


Olga E. Petersen, St. Clair Shores, MI .................. $25.00 
1M/M Arlen Waldrop, Fullerton, CA... $25.00 
Mnrisia Pana, Regina, SK ........cc.eeccecseeseesoetberneeees $20.00 
Chirila Ciuntu, Windsor, ON... $15.00 
i Ilie Racoveanu, Garden Grove, CA .....csceseeeeeees $10.00 
MEMORIAMS 
! Maximo & Jones Families, Philadelphia, PA ..... $200.00 
(IMO Fr. John Toconita & Nicholas Toconita) 
1 M/M William Popescul, Las Vegas, NV................ $50.00 
} (IMO Parents: Luca & Veronica Francis) 
Violet Vuici, Warren, ML..........::.:ccceessscersveseneeees $25.00 
| (IMO Mihai & Elena Pintea) 
| Iuliana Campean, Grosse Pointe Park, MI............ $20.00 
(IMO Valentina Campean) 
Florence Churilla, Eastpointe, MI... $15.00 


(IMO Husband: John Churilla) 
GENERAL DONATIONS 


Eitționa A ROY tir eae eae ashes ea set eee. $3,300.00 
~ (Camp Vatra for Juniors) 
Orthodox Brotherhood, USA ...........:cccceeeen $3,000.00 
(Camp Vatra for Seniors) 
St. Mary, St. Paul, MN eee nenenee $1,000.00 
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH cecene $200.00 
(New Photocopier) 
Fr. & Psa. John Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN ........ $72.00 
(Camp Vatra Donation) 
Fr. & Psa. Daniel Nenson, Regina, SK... $34.75 
Rodica Rus, Dearborn, MI eee $20.00 
M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI.......... $10.00 
EPISCOPATE DUES 
St. George, Canton, OH oo. eccrine $3,000.00 
(1997-98) 
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH......... $2,550.00 
| (1997-98) 
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH......... i die $1,350.00 
(1997- -98) 


BISHOP’S TRAVEL FUND 
St. Nicholas Camp, Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK .............. $486.50 


SOLIA SEPTEMBER 1997 


Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI .................. $300.00 

A EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 

St. George, Canton, OH... incasa taia tea ue daca $300.00 
StuNicholas, Alliance OH ss: ne cata ea le eee ti $300.00 

LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 
Sta Mary; Falls Church, VAS 223. nau 3 $100.00 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF VATRA 

Si Mary Cleveland, OH e $600.00 
M/M George P. Aldea, Royal Oak, M1................. $60.00 
M/M Percy Avram, Mesa,AZ.... cecene nea enaae $60.00 
M/M George Bursan, Cuyahoga Falls .................. $60.00 
Mary Jane Calin, Morton Grove, IL ou... sees $60.00 
Mary Calugar,, Warren, OH; ccc cote ones $60.00 
George C. Cantor, Cleveland, OH...... eee $60.00 
M/M George Cantor, Parma, OH ..... cecene $60.00 
Christine Ciulei, Warren, OH..............ccccesesecseeeenens $60.00 
M/M Vasile Cocariu, Bloomfield Hills, MI .......... $60.00 
Cornell & Sandra Cotosman, Addison, IL ........... $60.00 
Credinta Ladies Auxiliary, Fairlawn, OH............. $60.00 
M/M Dinu Cruga, Brooklyn, MI... $60.00 
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA .... cecene $60.00 
James Curt Camiaracy FL Wein foci aaa $60.00 
Olivia Dickerman, Ypsilanti, MI... nene $60.00 
Gordon D. Galbincea, Cleveland, OH ................... $60.00 
M/M John George, Regina, SK... eee $60.00 
Vasile Gheorghiu & Dr. Sanda 

Constantinidi, Greenville, PA... ceeace $60.00 
M/M Andrew Gib, Ellwood City, PA 0... $60.00 
Fr. & Psa. Richard Grabowski, Warren, OH........ $60.00 
M/M George Ittu, Cleveland, OH... $60.00 
Fr. & Psa. John Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN ........ $60.00 
M/M Nicholas Lungociu, Silver Springs, MD ...... $60.00 
Milan Maur, Speedway, IN ......sccsseseseeccteeeeseteeneees $60.00 
M/M Dan Miclau, Fairview Park, OH... $60.00 
M/M Nick Moga, Hubbard, OH .........cseeseeseeeesenee $60.00 
Psa. Victoria Moldovan, New Wilmington, PA....$60.00 
M/M William Murray, Regina, SK cecene $60.00 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Morris, Hermitage, PA ................ $60.00 
Valerie Nelson, Chicago, IL... eneeneeeee $60.00 
Atty/M John Regule, Hermitage, PA ..................... $60.00 
Mary Robosan, Shelby Twp., MI. $60.00 
Dr/M Constantin Predeteanu, 

Bloomfield: Hills, MI ee aere $60.00 
John Santeiu, Jr., Garden City, MI... .$60.00 
St. John, Woonsocket; Roc cticctigetaetaensecssnerape $60.00 
St. Mary Society, Cleveland, OH ........cceseseessesees $60.00 
M/M Constantin Stanitz, Sr., Elmwood Park, IL $60.00 
Elizabeth Sibisan, Cleveland, OH... eee $60.00 
Florence H. Sirb, Michigan Center, MI .............6 $60.00 
Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB... ceeace $60.00 
M/M Philip J. Toconita, Jr., St.Paul, MN ............ $60.00 
Eugenia V. Toda, Warren, OH... eee $60.00 
M/M John Tipa, South Lyon, MI eee nenea $60.00 
M/M John Zakhi, Ft. Wayne, IN cecene $60.00 
Carolyn Zoba, Warren, OH ......ccssesesesseeseesenesreneens $60.00 


VATRA NURSE’S STATION FUND 
St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Falls Church, VA....$200. 00 


John Santeiu Jr., Garden City, MI... cesses $200.00 
Gordon Galbincea, Cleveland, OH... $100.00 
Fr. & Psa. John M. Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN $100.00 
Jessica Andrews, North Olmsted, OH .....sese $50.00 
Cont. on page 16 

15 


FINANCIAL REPORT Cont. from page 15 
Descent of Holy Spirit Ladies Auxiliary, 


Merrill ville; INCA tke setts eit RR cena ceana ua $50.00 
Eugenia V. Toda, Warren, OH... nenea $50.00 
M/M John C. Bogdan, Canton, OH... eee $40.00 

MISSION FUND 
Orthodox Brotherhood, USA ........... eee, $1,000.00 
St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, St. Paul, MN ........... $500.00 
M/M Milan Beleut, Winter Haven, FL................. $100.00 
MISSION DEANERY DONATIONS 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI............... $1,658.00 
St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK 0... ee $353.00 
Sty.Nicholas,-[roy; Miata. De ae a ee $400.00 
MISSION APPEAL 
Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA... nenea $100.00 
Christiana & Carmen, Inc., New York, NY ........ $50.00 
Camelia Cranshaw, Chicago, IL... nenea $50.00 
M/M Nelu Cristof, Northville, MI... eee $50.00 
Peţru. Lupsor, I10y Mle ssisauadfanpacitss ea ga ei dl $50.00 
M/M Joseph Moldovan, N. Canton, OH............... $50.00 
Andrew Babiana, Lincoln, RI... eee eee $25.00 
David & Susan Barsan, Silver Lake, OH.............. $25.00 
M/M George Bursan, Cuyahoga Falls, OH ........... $25.00 
Floarea Cataloiu, Hacienda Hts., CA... eee $25.00 
M/M Vasile Craciun, Yale, MI... $25.00 
Mircea Deca, Chicago, [Lsier.se5..isct.-daastiverseon chess $25.00 
Didi Duma, Morton Grove, IL... nenea $25.00 
Cecelia Derstine, Schwenksville, PA... $25.00 
Mark T. Dobrin, Columbus, OH... nenea $25.00 
Georgeta Dumitrescu, N. Hollywood, CA ............ $25.00 
M/M George V. Fatsi, Fairfield, CT oo... $25.00 
Vicki I. Hogue, Carrollton, TX ue cana $25.00 
M/M George Jivu, Philadelphia, PA vo... $25.00 
Julia Nartea-North, Chicago, [Luu $25.00 
M/M John Parvu, Kendallville, IN... ceace $25.00 
Olga E. Petersen, St. Clair Shores, MI... $25.00 
M/M Marcel Popa, Palos Verdes, CA... ceeace $25.00 
Mircea Puiu, Middle Village, NY... nenea $25.00 
Prof & M Anghel Rugina, Jamaica Plains, MA ... $25.00 
Peari Stefan, Canton, OH ovisicscisacsde ac ceata sei aud $25.00 
M/M Mircea Valescu, Parma, OH .... menu $25.00 
Matthew Wright, Uniontown, OH ceecccccccccsccsescceseees $25.00 
MUM, Jon. Cepoi, Tarzana, CA. „mase aan a d ata tects. $20.00 
Aurelia T. Pora, Frankfort, [L..cccccsccscscssescsesssesesones $20.00 
Ermina Tudor, Los Angeles, CA... $20.00 
Steve Shank, Bradenton, FL... aaa $10.00 
M/M Nick Triff, Youngstown, OH... $10.00 
George C. Cantor, Cleveland, OH... $15.00 
Maria Corchis, Anaheim, CA... aaa $15.00 
M/M Stefan Tatu, Milwaukie, OR... $15.00 
Julie; Uscatu, Bronx,.NY „mosie na ina aa $15.00 
Marie Nastu Norko, Stratford, CT... $5.00 
> MISSION REVOLVING FUND 
Fr. Joseph Morris, Hermitage, PA ...ccsccccccsscsssecses $150.00 
Fr. & Psa. John Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN ......$100.00 


DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE 


Marcel M. Radu, Woodside, NY aaa, $50.00 
CAMP VATRA FOR JUNIOR 
BANQUET DONATIONS 
Susan Cutshall, Canton, OH... aaa, $200.00 
Mary K. Stanesa, Desi bora AL cue sea $200.00 
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Psa. Louisa Todeasa, Monroe, CT... $200.00 
M/M Ovidiu Grama, Berea, OH ...........:cccceeeeceeseee $50.00 
M/M Mike Holtz, Strongsville, OH .......... cece $50.06 
Matei & Margie Raica, Hinckley, OH.................... $50.0€ 
Mihai Sandor, Morton Grove, IL... nenea $50.00 
M/M John Tipa, South Lyon, MI... nenea $50.0€ 
M/M James Erickson, E. Lansing, Ml.................. $40.00 
M/M James P. Precop, Canton, MI... ceace $40.00 
M/M Michael J. Kalugar, Beverly Hills, MI........ $35.00 
Constantin Roman, Westland, MI... $25.00 
Fr. & Psa. George Treff, Canton, OH .............0.. $25.00 
AnOnyINOWS spe a a dă Ul eee $20.00 
ANONYMOUS | i o a eco Rl bu ea n ea Ra $11.00 
Dumitru Lurus, Boardman, OH .........c....ccsecceeeeeee $10.00 
Carmen Popescu, Detroit, MI ..........ccccccessccsesesssseeee $10.00 
M/M Leonard Jones, Philadephia, PA ...............00.. $20.00 
Christopher Jones, Philadelphia, PA... $10.00 
Michael Jones, Philadelphia, PA ..... cecene $10.00 
Nicholas Jones, Philadelphia, PA ...........ccccccseenees $10.00 
John E. Lazar, Southfield, MI... aeaeaaeee $5.00 


CAMP VATRA FOR SENIOR 
BANQUET DONATIONS 


M/M Jonel Maiogan, Mt. Prospect, IL ................ $200.00 
Sylvia Pac-Urar, Windsor, ON... eee $200.00 
John Ionel Bozin, Middleburg Hts., OH .............. $150.00 
M/M Mike Holtz, Strongsville, OH... $100.00 
M/M Steve Nicolici, Mt. Prospect, IL.............000 $100.00 
Tom & Betty Andrews, N. Olmsted, OH .............. $50.00 
M/M Paul Costea, Dearborn Hts., MI... $50.00 
M/M Aurel Dragoi, Lincolnwood, NI... $50.00 
M/M George Oprea, Mt. Prospect, IL... cece $50.00 
Fr. & Psa. Ian Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH................. $50.00 
Psa. Marinela Poptelecan, St. Paul, MN ............... $50.00 
M/M Emil Pora;;Solon; OH gem. iene ee $50.00 
IuSloic a SOBE, ÎLE asic, a a coven ect ee $50.00 
M/M Olimpiu Grovu, N. Royalton, OH ................ $40.00 
Maria Trif, Youngstown, OH... acu aac aaa $30.00 
Ramona Bogdan, Schaumburg, IL .......cccceceeceseseeseee $25.00 
Florica Brown, Chicago, IL... aaa cae $25.00 
Fr. Laurence Lazar, Southfield, MI... $25.00 
M/M David Wey, Indianapolis, IN... aaa $25.00 
Lenuta De Martini, Warren, OH... $20.00 
Cornelia Merchant, Merrillville, IN ......0.0000.006... $20.00 
Angela Voiculescu, Brunswick, OH... caca $20.00 
Fr. Adrian Balescu-Bastea, Brasov, Romania ...... $15.00 
Zina Cireasa, Detroit, MI... a th oe A a $10.00 
Margareta Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN ...c.ccccccssscscsese $5.00 
Vasile Vincent, Northville, MI... acnee, $2.50 


> 
[i 


CANADA DEANERY 


~ 


ANNUAL MEETING — 


~ 


OCTOBER 3 


~ ie 

The Romanian Orthodox Deanery Centre of Canada 
will hold its annual meeting on Friday, October 3 at 
7:00 P.M. at the Centre at Ft. Qu’ Appelle. His Grace, 
Bishop NATHANIEL, will preside over the meeting. 
The Deanery comprises all Canadian parishes. & 
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VIZITA ÎNALT PREA SFINTITULUI 
| MITROPOLII SERAFIM 


| După încheierea Congresului bisericilor din 3-6 lulie 
1997, la care a participat oaspetele nostru de vază, 
inalt Prea Sfinţitul Mitropolit SERAFIM, au urmat o 
erie de vizite, la diverse parohii, și întâlniri cu 
sredinciosii Episcopiei si cu alţi prelați din Statele 
Jnite. 


Luni 7 lulie: 

Pr. Prot. Laurenţiu Lazar a facut oficiile de gazdă și 
-a însoţit pe I.P. Sfintitul în vizitele pe care le-a facut 
a parohiile din Illinois și Indiana. 

Insotiti de Pr. Vasile Susan, au vizitat centrul orașului 
Chicago, şi biserica “Nașterea Domnului”, proaspăt 
achiziționată și în curs de renovare. 

lonel Maiogan si Aurel Drăgoi l-au condus pe Înaltul 
în turul orașului. 

Cina la casa lui Valeriu şi Eugenia Morariu. 
Seara: Holiday Inn, Skokie. 


arti 9 Iulie: 
Oaspeți ai parohiei “Sf. Maria” unde au fost primiţi 
de Pr. Paroh Vasile Susan, sa vizitat biserica și clădirile 
adiacente. Micul dejun oferit de Dna Psă Elena Susan. 
Vizită la biserica antiohiana “Sf. Gheorghe” (Pr. 
Paroh Nicholas Dahdal), pentru a se închina la icoana 
Maicii Domnului care plânge. 
| Prânz la restaurantul Russian Tea Time,-ca oaspeţi 
ai Prea Sfintitului JOB, Episcop de Chicago (OCA). 
Plecare spre Merrillville, Indiana, unde au fost 
oaspeţii parohiei, la cină, la resturantul Patio. 
Pr. Adrian Fetea, paroh al bisericii “Pogorirea 
Sfântului Duh” din Merrillville, i-a primit pe oaspeţi 
la biserică, unde 5 preoţi au slujit Vecernia. Inalt Prea 
ISfinţitul a vorbit cuvânt de învăţătură 


Catedrala “Sf. Gheorghe” — Southfield, MI. 


LP.S. SERAFIM si P.S. NATHANIEL inconjurati 
de clerul din regiunea Detroit. , 


„SR SEPTEMBER 1997 


A urmat O recepţie și au petrecut noaptea la casa 
parohială. 


Miercuri 9 lulie: 

Micul dejun servit de Dna Psa. Otilia Fetea, după 
care însoţiţi de preoţii Adrian și Casian Fetea s'au 
deplasat la Lansing, Illinois, unde au fost primiţi la 
biserica “Sf. Gheorghe” (de sub jurisdicţia I.P.S. 
VICTORIN), de Pr. Paroh loan Ionita si de Cantor, $1 
dupa schimburile de cuvinte de rigoare, au fost invitati 
de Pr. loniţă la prânz. 

Seara s'au întors în Michigan unde Inalt Prea Sfinţitul 
a petrecut noaptea la Mânăstirea “Adormirea Maicii 
Domnului” din Rives Junction. 


Joi 10 lulie: 

Pr. Leo Copacia, Jr., i-a invitat pe I.P. Sfinţitul 
SERAFIM, P.S. NATHANIEL, P.C. Arhim. Braga $1 
Pr. Prot. Lazar, în Auburn Hills, unde au vizitat 
Silverdome Stadium si Centrul de Tehnologie, ca şi 
birourile centrale mondiale Chrysler, fiind ghidaţi de 
Dr. Jack Thomson. 

Fr. Copacia i-a invitat pe oaspeţi să ia prânzul la 
restaurantul Hotelului Thousend, din Birmingham. 

Au fost apoi oaspeţii Catedralei “Sf. Gheorghe” din 
Southfield, unde au fost salutati de Pr. Prot. Lazăr, 18 
preoti ortodocsi din regiunea Detroit, inclusiv 
Presedintele Asociatiei Preotilor, Pr. Constantin 
Makrinos, si de credincioși. 

Par. Lazar a slujit un Te-Deum, dupa care a urmat 
o recepţie la care s'au servit dulciuri $i cafea, pregătite 
de leliţa Daba. Seara s'au deplasat la biserica “Sf. 
Petru si Pavel” din Dearborn Heights, unde au fost 
primiţi de Pr. Paroh Romey Rosco, și după vizitarea 
bisericii și clădirilor adiacente, au fost oaspeţii parohiei, 
pentru cină, la restaurantul La Shish. 

Seara s'au întors la mânăstire. 

Cont. la pag. 18 


Biserica “Sf. Petru si Pavel” — Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan. 
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Cont. de la pag. 17 
Vineri 11 lulie: 

Dimineaţa, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM, Prea 
Sfinţitul NATHANIEL și Pr. Prot. Lazar au fost primiţi 
la biserica “Sf. Nicolae” din Troy, de către Preotul 
Paroh Gheorghe Cârstea şi alti credincioși. S'a servit 
desert și cafea. 

Mai târziu au fost primiţi la biserica “Pogorirea 
Sfântului Duh” din Warren, Michigan, de Pr. Paroh 
loan Mihut, care după vizitarea bisericii $i clădirilor, 
1-a invitat pe oaspeţi la restaurant, pentru prânz, oferit 
de proprietăreasa restaurantului, Maria Miclea, membră 
a bisericii. După prânz, Inalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM 
și Prea Sfinţitul NATHANIEL au plecat spre Ohio, 
cu destinaţia Akron. 

Fairlawn (Akron), Ohio. Pr. Dr. lan Pac-Urar, 
parohul bisericii “Întâmpinarea Domnului” împreună 
cu credincioșii parohiei, i-au primit pe oaspeţi și a 
slujit un Te-Deum. 

A urmat o recepţie cu bufet, oferit de Dna Psa Mary 
Lynn Pac-Urar. Înalţii prelați s'au întreţinut cu 
credincioșii, după care au plecat spre Cleveland. 

Păr. Remus Grama, preotul paroh al bisericii “Sf. 
Maria,” şi credincioșii i-au așteptat pe lerarhi. Aprox. 
25 de preoţi din regiunea Cleveland au fost prezenţi si 
după ce Înalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM a vorbit 
oaspeţilor, au urmat întrebări si răspunsuri. Seara sa 
încheiat cu o cină-bufet. 

Noaptea -au petrecut-o la hotelul Budgetel. 


Sâmbătă 12 Iulie: 

Înalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM a făcut o vizită la 
Catedrala “Buna Vestire” din Cleveland, (de sub 
jurisdicţia I.P.S. VICTORIN), unde au fost oaspeţii 
Preotului Paroh, loan Gherman și credincioșilor bisericii. 

Seara au participat la slujba de vecernie la biseica 
“Sf. Maria,” după care a urmat cina. 

Noaptea — petrecută la hotelul Budgetel. 


Duminică 13 lulie: = 

Inalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM şi Prea Sfinţitul 
NATHANIEL au co-slujit Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească, 
la biserica “Sf. Maria”, Amândoi Ierarhii au rostit 
cuvânt de învăţătură. 

După amiază Inalt Prea Sfinţitul SERAFIM a plecat 
spre Warren, Ohio, de unde Păr. Prot. Richard 
Grabowski, Pa însoţit în călătoria la Washington. 


Luni 14 Iulie: Ea: : 
Dimineaţa — vizită la Ambasada României, unde 
în lipsa Ambasadorului Mircea Geoană, au fost primiţi 
de DI Napoleon Pop, ministru-consilier. 
Au vizitat Washington Cathedral, U.S. Capitol și o 
şedinţă a Camerei Reprezentanţilor, Cimitirul Arlin g- 
ton şi alte clădiri guvernamentale. 


_ Noaptea au petrecut-o la Holiday Inn din Chevy 
Chase, MD. 
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Biserica “Sf. Cruce” — Alexandria, VA. 


Biserica “Sf. Ilie” — Ellwood City, PA. 


Biserica “Sf. Gheorghe” — Canton, OH. 
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— Alliance, OH. 


Biserica “Sf. Cruce” — Hermitage, PA 


Biserica “Sf. Treime” — Youngstown, OH. 


Mânăstirea “ 23 oi hartă la Faţă” — Ellwood City, 
PA. 


fs 
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Marţi 15 lulie: 

Dimineaţa — vizită la Casa Albă şi alte clădiri 
guvernamentale. După amiaza — vizită la biserica Sf. 
* Cruce din Alexandria, Va, Preot Paroh Par. Gh. Calciu, 

care a fost plecat din localitate dar a pregătit primirea 
Înaltului cu credincioșii bisericii. 

Seara — vizită la biserica “Sf. Maria” din Falls 
Church, VA, unde oaspeţii au fost primiţi de Păr. 
Alexander Webster, preot paroh, și de credincioşi. 

După Te-Deum s'a vizitat scoala de educaţie religioasă, 
după care a urmat o întâlnire cu credincioşii si s'au 
servit fructe si desert. Înaltul a vorbit celor prezenţi 
despre problemele actuale ale Ortodoxiei si apoi a acordat 
un interview unui reporter de la Vocea Americii. 


Noaptea petrecută la Holiday Inn, Chevy Chase, 
MD. 


Miercuri 16 Iulie: 

Plecarea spre Mânăstirea “Schimbarea la Faţă” din 
Ellwood City, Pennsylvania, unde au fost întâmpinați 
de P.C. Maică Stareţă Cristophora şi soborul de maici. 

Seara, însoţiţi de Par. Eugen Roşu au vizitat biserica 
“Sf. Ilie” din Ellwood City, unde au fost primiţi de 
Păr. Prot. Panteleimon Stanciu, preotul paroh, și de un 
grup de credincioși. După slujba de Vecernie, Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul a vorbit credincioşilor. 

Cina sa servit la mânăstire după care au urmat 
convorbiri cu soborul de maici. 

A urmat o rugăciune la mormântul Maicii Alexandra, 
fondatoarea mânăstirii. 

Noaptea sa petrecut la mânăstire. 


Joi 17 Iulie: 

Sfântă Liturghie Arhierească la care a fost prezent 
și Înalt Prea Sfinţitul KYRIL de Pittsburgh (OCA). 

Prânzul a fost servit de maici după care I.P.S. 
SERAFIM si Par. Prot. Grabowski au plecat la Her- 
mitage, Pennsylvania. 

Parintele Joseph Morris, parohul bisericii “Sf. Cruce” 
si un grup de credincioși, i-au primit pe oaspeţi. 

După o rugăciune de mulţumire, s'a servit ceaiul. 

Următoarea vizită a fost la Warren, Ohio, la biserica 
“Învierea Domnului”, unde preotul paroh, Păr. Gre- 
gory Becker era plecat şi oficiile de gazdă le-a făcut 
Par. Prot. Grabowski si Par. Peter Pawlack, din partea 
clerului ortodox local. Credincioșii care au venit să-l 
cunoască pe Înaltul SERAFIM, au servit fructe, dulciuri 
şi vin românesc. 

Scurtă vizită la biserica Ortodoxă Americană “Sf. 
loan Botezătorul” unde paroh este Pr. Prot. Peter 
Pawlack. 

Seara au ajuns la Youngstown, Ohio, unde la Biserica 
“Sf. Treime” au fost așteptați de preotul paroh, Pr. 
Remus Bleahu, un preot si un diacon, reprezentând 
clerul local, și de credincioși. 

După slujba de vecernie, Înaltul SERAFIM a vorbit 
și a răspuns la întrebările credincioşilor. 

Noaptea sa petrecut la un motel. 

Cont. la pag. 20 
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VIZITA INALTI PREA ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 
Vineri 18 [ulie: 

Plecare spre Alliance, Ohio, unde au fost primiţi la 
biserica “Sf. Nicolae” de preotul paroh, Raymond 
Samoilă şi alţi doi preoţi, reprezentând clerul din 
regiune, ca și de un grup de credincioși. 

După o slujbă de mulţumire, Înaltul s'a întâlnit cu 
credincioşii și a răspuns la întrebările lor. S'au servit 
aperitive. 

Plecare spre Canton, Ohio, unde la biserica “Sf. 
Gheorghe” au fost așteptați de preotul paroh, Par. 
Gheorghe Treff, doi preoţi ortodocși din regiune și 
credincioși. 

După un scurt polihroniu, Sa servit masa și au 
urmat discuţii. 

După amiază Păr. Joseph Morris l-a luat pe Inalt 
Prea Sfintitul SERAFIM de la Canton și l-a condus la 
mânăstirea “Adormirea Maicii Domnului” din Rives 
Junction, MI. 


Sâmbătă 19 Iulie: 
A oficiat Sfânta Liturghie la Mânăstirea “Adormirea 
Maicii Domnului.” 


LP.S. SERAFIM binecuvintează copiii de la Câmpul 
“Vatra”. 


I.P.S. SERAFIM si Par. Prot. Richard Grabowski 


au fost primiţi la Ambasada Română din W ashing- 
“ton de Dl. Napoleon Pop, ministru-consilier. 
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A luat masa de prânz cu soborul mânăstirii $i cj 
prezenţi. 
Cuvânt de învăţătură maicilor şi surorilor mânăstiri 
A participat la slujba Privegherii. | 


Duminică 20 Iulie: | 
A oficiat Sf. Liturghie la Biserica “Sf. Treime” d| 
Troy, Michigan, (Jurisdictia I.P.S. VICTORIN 
împreună cu I.P.S. VICTORIN și alţi preoţi și diacon 
De asemenea a hirotonit întru diaconie pe teologi 
loan Tecșa. După Liturghie I.P.S. VICTORIN I 
prezentat credincioșilor pe Inaltul SERAFIM, care} 
rostit cuvânt de învăţătură. | 
A urmat apoi masa de prânz împreună cu toţi cei g 
au participat. După amiază a făcut o vizită Dep. di 
Publicaţii, la reședința familiei George Alexe. 
Seara s'a întors la mânăstire. 
(Cont. la pag. 24 


I.P.S. SERAFIM și P.S. NATHANIEL la Catedral 
“Sf. Gheorghe” Southfield, Michigan. 


Câmpul de vară “Juniori” ms LP.S. SERAFIM, P i 
Remus Bleahu si Dna. Psă. Mary Ellen Rose 
Directorea Câmpului, înconjurați de copii. | 
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La 30 Mai 1964, cu prilejul comemorării zilei eroilor 
Memorial Day —, la Vatra Românească s'a sfinţit 
oita — monument din metal și lemn, ridicată in 
emoria celor care au căzut victime deportării și 
uferintelor în Uniunea Sovietică. 

Acest monument a fost conceput din iniţiativa lui 
umitru Nimigeanu care în 1941 a fost deportat cu 
milia, din satul Tereblecea, în Kazakstan, si care şi- 
promis că dacă va scăpa viu va ridica o troiță în 
emoria celor care, ca si el, au fost smulsi de pe glia 
trămoşească si chinuiţi în Rusia. © 
| Costul monumentului a fost acoperit de contribuţiile 
redincioșilor din Canada, Australia, Statele Unite și 
rgentina. 

După mai bine de 33 de ani acest monument are 
evoie de o reconditionare dat fiind că lemnul și metalul 
unt avariate de intemperii. 

Prin aceasta facem apel la toţi credincioşii să 
ontribuie cu donaţii care să ne dea posibilitatea de a 
econditiona si rededica troiţa ridicată celor a căror 
memorie nu se va şterge niciodată. 

Sperăm ca până la 30 Mai 1999, când vom sărbători 
5 de ani de la ridicarea monumentului-troiţă, lucrările 
e reconditionare să fie terminate. 

VA rugăm să trimiteţi donatiile Dumneavoastră pe 
adresa Episcopiei, cu menţiunea “Monument Basarabia”. 


/ă mulțumim. % 
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SĂRBĂTOAREA 
TRANSFORMARII 
SPIRITUALE 


După zile cand temperatura creștea de la o zi la alta, 
sărbătoarea Schimbării la Faţă a venit cu o zi însorită, 
dar cu o adiere ușoară de vânt, așa încât cei peste 200 
de credincioși, douzeci şi unu de preoţi celebranti 
împreună cu Prea Sfinţitul Nicolae, întâi stătătorul 
Episcopiei Carpato-Ruse, asistat de Inalt Prea Sfintitul 
Kyril, ne-am înălţat prin rugăciune pe muntele Taborului 
spiritual. Acolo am înţeles Divinitatea şi umanitatea 
Mântuitorului, acolo am înţeles frumuseţea Impărăţiei 
Cerurilor si am înţeles supunerea noastră de bună voie 
și necondiționată față de Dumnezeu şi de ierarhia 
bisericească. 

Bucuria transformării spirituale a adunat şi anul 
acesta, an când Sfânta mânăstire din Ellwood City a 
sărbătorit a treizecea aniversare, credincioși din toate 
statele. Credinciosi veniţi cu câteva zile înainte să dea 
o mână de ajutor la pregătirile pentru hram, rămânând 
după sărbătoare să strângă $i să curețe, se bucură cu 
noi toţi, cei locali, de minunea Schimbării la Fata şi 
de transformarea noastră spirituală. 

După ceasurile dimineţii, a urmat procesiunea spre 
pavilionul mânăștirii, unde sa oficiat Dumnezeiasca 
Liturghie. La momentul potrivit Sfânta Cuminecătură 
Sa distribuit de la cinci potire, iar cei prezenţi au 
primit-o întradevăr “cu evlavie, cu dragoste, cu credinţă 
și cu frică de Dumnezeu.” 

Dupa rugăciunea amvonului s'au binecuvântat 
fructele din roadele noului an. 

Masa a fost servită ca de obicei pentru toţi cei 
prezenți. 

Sărbătoarea a continuat cu slujba Sfântului Maslu. 
După ce toţi am fost unsi cu ulei sfinţit, intariti de 
puterea rugăciunilor, am plecat în pace la casele noastre, 
ducând cu noi bucuria transformării spirituale. 

Din partea Episcopei noastre au participat preoţii: 
Richard Grabowski, Remus Bleahu si Eugen Roșu. ** 

Părintele Gavrilă 
Participant 


ÎNCHIDEREA 
CÂMPURILOR VATRA 


Intre 12 si 25 Iulie, a avut loc Câmpul pentru juniori 
(fete și băieţi în vârstă de 11-13 ani) la care au participat 
42 de copii. 

La Câmpul de seniori care a avut loc între 2 și 15 
August, au participat 50 de fete si băieţi, în vârstă de 
14 la 16 ani. % 


21 


Intr’o zi bine-lăsată de Dumnezeu, ucenicii au întrebat 
pe Mântuitorul despre un orb din naștere: “Invăţătorule, 
cine a păcătuit, omul acesta sau părinţii lui, de sa 
născut orb?” (loan 9:2). Intrebarea aceasta părea 
justificată, căci în modul lor de gândire, boala și 
suferinţa sunt cauzate de călcarea legii şi de păcat. 

Răspunsul Mântuitorului îi va surprinde și-i va lăsa 
nelamuriti: “N’a păcătuit nici omul acesta, nici părinţii 
lui; ci s'a născut așa ca să se arate în el (să se dovedească 
prin el) lucrările lui Dumnezeu.” Cu acest răspuns 
Mântuitorul nu contrazice ceea ce, în mintea lor, ucenicii 
deja ştiau despre raportul dintre suferinţă $i păcat, ci 
doar aduce o nouă perspectivă, o dimensiune nouă, la 
înțelegerea suferinţei. 

Suferinta si boala pentru dovedirea “lucrărilor” lui 
Dumnezeu?, ne întrebăm nedumiriti. Pare crud si 
paradoxal pentru un Dumnezeu bun și iubitor. Şi acest 
răspuns a şocat bineînţeles pe ucenici. Dar, nu a suferit 
chiar El, Dumnezeu fiind, pe Cruce? Şi în EI si prin 
suferinţa Lui pe Cruce s'au dovedit, s'au arătat, lucrările 
minunate ale lui Dumnezeu, manifestate din iubirea 
Lui pentru noi. “Fiindcă — declară însuși Mântuitorul 
vorbind lui Nicodim — atât de mult a iubit Dumnezeu 
lumea încât a dat pe singurul lui Fiu, pentru ca oricine 
crede în El, să nu piară, ci să aibă viata neșnică.” 
(loan 3:16). lar Sf. Apostol Pavel spune: “Dar 
Dumnezeu își arată dragostea fata de noi prin faptul 
că, pe când eram noi încă păcătoşi, Hristos a murit 
pentru noi.” (Romani, 5:8). 

„Afirmația Mântuitorului asupra orbului din naștere 
se înţelege clar după ce am văzut suferinţa Lui pe 
Cruce, dar și Invierea cea de-a treia zi. A fost însă 
mult mai greu de a fi înţeleasă pentru ucenicii lui, 
pentru că atunci când afirmaţia a fost făcută avea un 
caracter profetic. Mântuitorul profetea despre Ei însuși 
și misiunea Sa, pentru împăcarea noastră cu Dumnezeu. 

Suferinţa, așadar, este doveditoare. Precum ucenicii 
Mântuitorului știau așa și noi ştim că de multe ori 
suferința dovedește păcatul în cele trei direcţii: 
împotriva lui Dumnezeu, împotriva aproapelui si 
împotriva noastră înşine. De la început, păcatul 
împotriva lui Dumnezeu al primei perechi de oameni, 
Adam si Eva, este ceea ce aduce suferinţa şi moartea 
în lume. Din cauza păcatului ce s'a înmulţit în lume 
nemaipomenit de mult, Dumnezeu a dat Potopul, ca 
pedeapsă. Dar în același timp, tot din cauza păcatelor 
lumii Dumnezeu trimite pe Fiul Său la “plinirea vremii” 
(Galateni 4:4; Efeseni 1:10) ca prin suferinţa pe Cruce 
“să ne răscumpere” şi să “căpătăm înfierea.” 

Suferinta dovedeşte apoi faptul că lumea aceasta, 
acest “veac viclean” (Gal. 1:14), este imperfectă și în 
ea niciodată nu se va găsi fericirea deplină. In ea 
domnește păcatul si suferinţa, boala si ura, întunericul 


22.. 


SUFERINŢA DOVEDITOARE A LUCRARILO 
LUI DUMNEZEU 


și disperarea. Nicăieri și nicicând pe pământ nu est 
si nu va fi o “orânduire” perfectă, ci ea este doar în cq 
și se cheamă Împărăţia lui Dumnezeu, Rai sau Paradi! 

De multe ori suferinţa nu își are cauza în păcat sai 
călcarea legii, ci în imperfectiunea acestei lumi ij 
care suntem doar “exilați” și în trecere, până la venire; 
celei de a doua, a Domnului lisus Hristos. Chiar lumey 
aceasta este efemeră, Sf. Apostol Pavel asigurându-ni 
că “chipul lumii acesteia trece” (I Cor. 7:31). Călătoii 
în lumea aceasta, desi în ea dar nu ai ei, rugăciune 
noastră se îndreaptă continuu către Dumnezeu zicând 
Vină împărăţia Ta!. 

Nu numai lumea, ci și omul este imperfect. Si | 
dovadă în acest sens este chiar suferinţa. Suferim 
pentru că suntem fiinţe incomplete, limitate și telurice 
Suferim pentru că suntem separati de Dumnezeu ş 
fericirea împărăției Lui. Şi prin credinţă, dragoste şi 
speranţă tânjim după El, după Impărăţia Lui si dupț 
fericirea veșnică. Tânjim necontenit după perfectiune} 
întru care am fost creaţi, dar care am pierdut-o pril 
păcatul de la început. 

Deasemenea suferinţa poate să dovedească lucrării 
lui Dumnezeu. Şi aceasta este perspectiva pe care : 
scoate în evidență Domnul lisus Hristos prin persoani 
orbului din naştere. Orbul din naștere a fost doar ui 
instrument în lucrarea și vrerea lui Dumnezeu. Prin 
s'a dovedit puterea dumnezeiască a Fiului lui Dumnezeu 
căci, prin această putere, orbul a fost vindecat. Apoi 
prin el, se dovedeşte iubirea lui Dumnezeu pentrt 
lume — care a trimis pe Fiul Său cel iubit ca să aduci 
în lume, în întunericul ei, lumina, ca și noi din “orbi 
din naștere să devenim văzători deplini. De la Domnul 
și prin Domnul noi căpătăm vederea cea adevărată, c: 
să-l vedem pe El, Lumina lumii. 

Dar care este meritul orbului din naștere, ne întrebăm! 
Ce reprezintă el pentru noi? El este un simbol, 
dovadă sau un exemplu pentru noi. El s'a supus far; 
cârteală voinţei și planului lui Dumnezeu de a fi folosi 
ca un instrument, chiar dacă aceasta implic: 
incovenientul de a nu vedea și suferinţa lui: El a ay 
credinţa și nădejdea în Domnul și în puterea Lui 
Precum citim în istoria vindecării lui, vindecarea 
nu a fost simplă, doar prin cuvânt, ci a fost efectuat: 
într'o succesiune de evenimente, care scot în evident: 
ascultarea $i supunerea orbului din naştere. Mai inta 
sa supus tratamentului cu tind, iar apoi ascultă porunc: 
de a se spăla în apa Siloamului. } 

La fel si noi suntem chemaţi, O! Dulce chemare, di 
a fi instrumente în planul și voinţa lui Dumnezeu di 
a mântui lumea. Şi noi va trebui adesea pentru 
dovedi lucrările lui Dumnezeu să suferim. Suferin 
uneori doar pentru că suntem creștini — ucenicii Lui 


(Cont. la pag. 24 
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DECLARAŢIE 

| Cu ocazia vizitei în Grecia din luna Mai a.c 

iresedintele României, dl. prof. Emil Constantinescu, 
i vizitat Sfântul Munte Athos. La Marea Lavră, dl. 
vonstantinescu a declarat “Victoria democraţiei din 
Yecembrie 1989 a fost si o victorie a Ortodoxiei, 
lentru că Biserica şi-a recăpătat locul cuvenit si a 
devenit instituția care se bucură de cel mai mare 
edit in acest moment din toate instituţiile statului.” 
; Revenit în tara și referindu-se la vizita la Schitul 
irodromul — unde trăiesc 20 din cei 70 de monahi 
bmâni de la Athos, care au restaurat sfântul lăcaş — 
‘resedintele a adăugat: “Am fost profund impresionat 
je felul în care un număr de numai 20 de călugări au 
eușit, în numai câţiva ani, să transforme o ruină 
utro clădire solidă si încăpătoare. Faptul că ei au 
tcrat zilnic câte 16 ore pe schele mi-a dat o proiecție 
xtrem de clară a felului în care trebuie să arate 
'omânia de mâine: asemenea acelei construcţii 
nconjuratd de schele, pe care oamenii cu credință în 
Dumnezeu, dar și cu cultul muncii, să o construiască 


>» 


(Cotidianul, 26 Mai 1997) 


| Cu ocazia vizitei istorice efectuate în Liban, la 10- 
1 Mai a.c., Papa Ioan Paul al II-lea sa întâlnit cu 
'atriarhul Antiohiei, Ignatius al IV-lea, discuţiile 
Xându-se pe situaţia actuală a dialogului teologic 
intre ortodocși si catolici, la nivel international, pe 
iferitele dialoguri la nivel regional, în special în 
Drientul Mijlociu, și pe mişcarea ecumenică, în gen- 
ral. 

Dacă Papa a insistat asupra importanţei dialogului 
intre Biserici ca sursă pentru dialogul cu Islamul, 
'atrirhul Ignatius s'a oprit asupra conceptului de 
Biserici-surori,” utilizat din ce în ce mai frecvent de 
zologii catolici, cerând trecerea de la teorie la practică 
entru ca acest termen să ducă la rezultate reale în 
elatiile dintre cele două Biserici. 

De asemenea, Patriarhul Antiohiei a vorbit despre 
iţiativa sa, de la începutul acestui an, când a scris 
uturor Întâistătătorilor Bisericilor Ortodoxe invitându- 
să “accelereze dialogul cu Roma”, subliniind urgenţa 
recerii de la “stadiul de cénfruntare la acela de 
ooperare,” adăugând că “nu este de așteptat o unitate 
otală pentru a accentua.și consolida ceea ce a fost 


eja realizat ca bază a unei întâlniri profunde.” 
(S.O.P., Iunie 1997) 


BISERICA SI AVORTUL 

In bisericile din România s'a citit Cuvântul pastoral 
il Sfântului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române privind 
‘un păcat strigător la cer, pruncuciderea, suprimarea 
eții a circa un milion de copii în fiecare an” în 
bsenta unei “convingeri creștine puternice” apoi rostul 


IA SEPTEMBER 1997 


ŞTIRI DIN LUMEA ORTODOXĂ 


Wi, 
“familiei şi al copilului dincolo de greutăţile materiale 


si greutăţile tranziţiei. 

“Nu numai oamenii Bisericii, ci şi medicii, 
antropologii şi biologii cinstiți spun că avortul este o 
crimă. Consecința acestui principiu fundamental — si 
anume ca embrionul este o persoană din momentul 
concepției — este aceea că femeia care avortează 
copilul cu voie, săvârşeşte o ucidere, iar complicitatea 
la avort a bărbatului si a medicului ginecolog este 
complicitate la crimă. Pentru Biserica creştină avortul 
este omor, omor mai grav si mai oribil decât altele 
pentru că ia dreptul la viaţă unei ființe omeneşti 
înainte de a se învrednicii de Sfântul Botez ... Nu 
numai avortul, dar şi contracepția are urmări grave 
și dureroase ... Dincolo de consecinţele tragice ale 
avortului asupra mamei, în particular, si asupra 
familiei, în general, acest păcat are urmări catastrofale, 
cu consecințe de nebdnuit și pe tărâm national. De 
aceea, considerăm că acest aspect l-ar putea observa 
cu mai multă atenţie forurile legiuitoare, reanalizând 
condițiile liberalizării avortului.” 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 20 Iunie 1997) 


GRAZ 1997 

Între 23 si 29 lunie a.c., 700 de reprezentanţi ai 
Bisericilor creștine din Europa — 160 Biserici şi 
Conferinţe episcopale — şi câteva mii de laici au 


luate parte la: Graz (Austria) la cea de a II-a Reuniune 
ecumenică europeană, organizată de Conferinţa 
Bisericilor Europene (C.B.E.) şi de Consiliul 
Conferinţelor Episcopale Europene (C.C.E.E.), cu tema 
“Reconcilierea, dar al lui Dumnezeu şi izvor de viata 
nouă.” 

România a fost reprezentată de şase Biserici — 
Ortodoxă, Greco-Catolică, Catolică, Reformistă, 
Evanghelica CA și Evanghelică SP —. 

Patriarhul Ecumenic Bartholomeu I a renunţat să 
vină la Graz. La 24 lunie a transmis participanţilor un 
Mesaj în care-şi exprima “profundul regret” că nu se 
află printre ei. “Am luat această decizie după o matură 
reflecţie, pentru a evita pierderi mai mari si pentru a 
favoriza spiritul de reconciliere ... Din nefericire, 
evenimente recente au arătat că a existat o luptă de 
superioritate din partea unora, evenimente care nu 
sunt compatibile cu spiritul de reconciliere. De altfel, 
anumite informaţii care au fost publicate afectează 
însuşi spiritul reconcilierii.” 

Hotărîrea Patriarhului Ecumenic urma ştirii potrivit 
căreia la Graz avea să aibă loc, prima întâlnire din 
istorie dintre Papa loan Paul al II-lea si Patriarhul 
Alexei al II-lea al Moscovei (21 lunie), proiect anulat 
cu câteva zile mai înaine, conform hotărîrii Sfântului 
Sinod rus din 10 lunie a.c., datorită “prozelitismului 
catolic în Rusia și refacerii unitismului în Ucraina” 
(S.O.P., August 1997). 

(Cont. la pag. 24) 
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STIRI DIN see COnt, dela pa guna 


În Comunicatul de presă din 24 lunie, C.B.E. și 
C.C.E.E. constată că “dubla criză a uniatismului și 
prozelitismului în Europa centrală si răsăriteană 
adaugată la criza economică și socială, a deteriorat 
în mare măsură relaţiile dintre Biserici, creind 
dificultăți noi în calea ecumenismului.” 

În cadrul discuţiei plenare din 25 lunie cu tema 
“Obstacole pe drumul unității. Am învăţat ceva din 
dureroasa noastră istorie ?”, reprezentanţii Bisericilor 
Ortodoxe şi Greco-Catolice din România și-au păstrat 
poziţiile. 

La forum-ul “Pe calea celebrării comune a 
Euharistiei,” IPS Dr. Daniel, Mitropolitul Moldovei, 
a vorbit despre unitatea pe care o caută creştinii, ca 
dar al lui Dumnezeu, si de natură să reflecte esenţa SA 
trinitată. 

Dialogul dintre religiile din România a fost prezentat 
de Asociaţia “Pax Christi” din Bruxelles, iar unul din 
atelierele de lucru ale conferinţei a fost consacrat 
ecumenismului femeilor creștine din România. 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 30 Iunie 1997) 


RESTAURARE 

Guvernul japonez a decis să contribuie la restaurarea 
mânăstirii Probota din judeţul Suceava, datând din 
1536. Prin UNESCO, japonezii vor dona o jumătate 
de milion de dolari pentru restaurarea zidurilor și 
păstrarea frescelor mânăstirii. 

Directorul programelor pentru protejarea 
patrimoniului cultural mondial, Alfeo Tonellatto, a 
afirmat — în cursul unei vizite la laşi — că si alte 
monumente din Moldova — biserica Trei Ierarhi din 
lași şi mânăstirea Neamţ — sunt înscrise pe lista 
proiectelor de restaurare UNESCO. 

(S.O.P., Iunie 1997) 


ICOANELE COPITLOR 

La 4 lunie a.c. s'a deschis în sala Palatului 
Parlamentului din Bucureşti, expoziţia “Icoana din 
sufletul copilului,” cu câteva sute de icoane ale elevilor 
de la liceele de artă plastică. 

Intro scurtă alocutiune, P.F. Patriarh Teoctist a 
spus că o astfel de expoziţie va putea sfinţi locul și 
clădirea Parlamentului, ridicată pe şase altare ortodoxe 
(o mânăstire si cinci biserici), care au fost distruse sau 
în cel mai fericit caz translate pentru a face loc uriasei 
construcţii. Sala de expoziţie a Palatului Parlamentului 
a primit numele sculptorului Constantin Brâncuși (1876 


- 1957)% sei 
Na (Viața Cultelor, 13 Iunie 1997) 
RETRAGERE 


Biserica Ortodoxă din Georgia, condusă de Patriarhul 
Elie al II-lea, a decis în cadrul reuniunii extraordinare 
a episcopilor din 20 Mai a.c., să se retragă din Consiliul 
Ecumenic al Bisericilor și din Conferinţa Bisericilor 
Europene, în urma presiunilor exercitate de o parte a 
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clerului care ameninţă ierarhia cu ruperea relaţiilor 
canonice. Biserica Ortodoxă Georgiană făcea parte 
din Consiliul Ecumenic al Bisericilor din 1962, iar 
Patriarhul Elie al II-lea a fost, între 1978-1983, unul 
din co-președinţii prezidiului acestui Consiliu. % 
(S.O.P., Iunie 1997) 
Stiri culese si redactate de Psa Zoe Vasiliu 


VIZITA INALTI PREA ... 


Cont. de la pag. 20 
Luni 21 Iulie: | 

A oficiat Sf. Liturghie la Mânăstirea “Adormirea 
Maicii Domnului”. A luat masa de prânz cu soborul! 
mânăstirii după care a plecat la Vatra unde s'a întâlnit! 
şi le-a vorbit copiilor din câmpul de vară, juniori. 
La orele 4:40 PM a plecat spre Germania. % 


SUFERINTA ... 


Cont. de la pag. 22 

O! dar mare va fi răsplata. Îl vom “vedea” pe EI. Şi noi 
trebuie să manifestăm răbdare, ascultare şi supunere, 
precum orbul din naștere. Dar supunerea noastră va fi 
spre luminarea şi mântuirea noastră. 

Sf. Apostol Petru îndeamnă: “... nu vă mirati de! 
încercarea de foc din mijlocul vostru ... dimpotrivă 
bucuraţi-vă, întrucât aveţi parte de patimile lui Hristos 

. Dacă sunteţi batjocoriti pentru Numele lui Hristos 
ferice de voi! Fiindcă Duhul slavei. Duhul lui Dumnezeu | 
Se odihnește peste voi. Nimeni dintre voi să nu sufere | 
ca ucigaș, sau ca hoţ, sau ca făcător de rele ...| 
Dimpotrivă, dacă suferă pentru că este creștin, să nu- | 
1 fie rușine, ci să proslăvească pe Dumnezeu pentru 
numele acesta.” (I Petru 4:12-16). % 

Pr. Cornel Todeasa 
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